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Plant Something
and Watch it Grow

Join us as we continue to sow seeds of God’s love.
Pastor Kristie’s sermons for the rest of July will continue this theme of growing in Christ.
You can read or print her sermons at www.chapelofthehills.org.
The sermon videos will resume shortly.

We invite you to join us in the planting season!

Country Treehouse
Preschool
Fall registration
The preschool for ages 2 to 6 years old is
accepting registration for fall enrollment.
The preschool offers a variety of schedules
for your family’s needs. Contact the Director,
Terri Bell, for more information.
(619) 445-1454
director@countrytreehouse.org
www.countrytreehouse.org

Upcoming Events
The Descanso Town Hall will be undergoing
renovations during August. Some of the
groups who normally meet there will move
to our fellowship hall/preschool room during
that time. We are happy to share our space
with our community!
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Beginning a New Appointment Year

I know you join me and the other two members of the Staff Parish
Relations Committee (Judy Inskeep and Alan Sawyer) in welcoming our new
pastor, Kristie Grimaud, to Chapel of the Hills. Those of us who attended the
campout were treated to Pastor Kristie’s first message and the opportunity to
meet her family—husband Andy and sons Micah, Cameron, and Logan. It
was nice to have an informal setting in which we could interact and get to
know one another.
As we make this transition together, I wanted to share a few excerpts
from a letter I recently received from Rev. John Farley, the South District Superintendent of the California-Pacific Conference. Rev. Farley wrote to remind
us of the practices of our ministry covenant. He encourages our church to
celebrate and recognize this special season of appointment, which is so
uniquely United Methodist.
As a congregation, we bid farewell to Pastor John and the Demaree
family. We wish for them successful service to the Ramona community. As
John begins his role with a new congregation Rev. Farley wanted us to be
aware of the “proper protocol for pastoral contact with a previous charge. The
standard under which we function is that clergy are not to be in any pastoral
contact with members of their previous charge for the first year after a new
appointment. This allows the new pastor to bond with the congregation
through one full season of the church year. Any pastoral contact or role such
as officiating at a wedding or memorial should come at the invitation of the
current pastor in charge. This is true of all subsequent years for a previous
charge as well.”
Rev. Farley went on to state, “Throughout the year it is important the
pastor take the full four weeks of vacation between appointment years and
some sort of continuing education. The standard for continuing education is
20 contact hours per year…Vacation and continuing education are separate
from attendance at Annual Conference, Camps, or Board and Agency meetings.”
Some of this information was “new to me” and so I thought it was a
good idea to share it with you, members of our church family.
As we move forward in this exciting new chapter, I encourage you to
keep open lines of communication with your church representatives and to
become more active in the business of Chapel of the Hills. As Pastor Kristie
reminded us in her message under the pines, we will be asked to define new
BHAGs (Big Hairy Audacious Goals) for Chapel of the Hills. I think we’re
ready for the challenge!
Linda Hoody
SPRC Chair
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Hello from Pastor Kristie

I am so excited to be here at Chapel of the Hills, and everyone has been so
warm and inviting to me and my family. This is a very special community that we’re
so happy to be a part of. Let me tell you a little about myself and our family. First
off, this is my first appointment as a pastor. I am “fresh out” of seminary. I
graduated in May from Claremont School of Theology. The good part about this is all
that fancy schooling is still somewhat fresh in my brain. I do have experience
working in the church as I was the Sunday School Superintendent at my home
church, St. Paul’s UMC in Coronado, when I really felt called into full-time ministry. I
was on staff there for five years. During those years, I was the Youth Director, Youth
& Children’s Director, and Family Ministries Director. Whatever they needed at the
time, I did it. I also did my Pastoral Internship at St. Paul’s and functioned as the Associate Pastor for that
year. Some of the highlights from that experience include running VBS for just under 100 kids and managing
50 volunteers, managing Sunday School for 50 children, building up a youth group, teaching confirmation
classes, taking kids to camp, assisting in worship, leading Advent workshops,
Faith@Home events, Discipleship Committee, and small groups.
Prior to my church work, I stayed home with our children, Micah (12), Cameron
(8), and Logan (7). My husband, Andy, is a Systems Engineer at General
Atomics in Poway. We recently moved from Coronado to Poway. Andy is a
Coronado native, but we met in Oklahoma City when he was in the Air Force and
stationed at Tinker AFB. I am from Birmingham, Alabama, but was attending
Oklahoma City University for a Master of Arts degree in Writing. I was an English
professor at the community college level.
My appointment here is a little different from Pastor John’s. He was full-time, but I am considered part-time,
3/4 time or 75%. He is also an ordained elder, but I am a licensed local pastor. We do the same job, but I
have not been ordained yet. I am in the process and hope to be commissioned at next year’s Annual
Conference. The ordination process in the United Methodist Church is a very long and complicated process.
If you ever have trouble sleeping, let me tell you about the UMC ordination process. You’ll drift off in no time.
Many people do not make it through the first time, so your prayers are certainly appreciated!
I know God has great plans for Chapel of the Hills, and we’re so excited to be a part of it with you!
Grace and Peace,
Kristie

Youth Group
Mondays
6:00 - 7:30 pm
Summer Schedule
July
July
July
Aug
Aug
Aug

17: Community Service Project
24: Pool Party at Caroline Rogers’ home
31: Community Service Project
7: Bowling & Pizza at Viejas Bowl
14: End of Summer Pool Party
21: First day of school — No Youth Group
Meet and pick up at the church.

50 Ways to Pray
Starting July 23rd, we will begin a new study during the 9:30 am Sunday School hour. The study is
based off the book 50 Ways to Pray by Teresa
Blythe. If you ever find yourself bored in your prayer life or that you aren’t sure if you really know how
to pray, please join us as we learn different ways to
pray. This study will be led by Pastor
Kristie, but we will also have a
“prayer lab” to try out the new ways.
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Our Mission & Purpose
Our purpose is to nurture all people of God in Christian faith,
ignite a passion to live Christ’s unconditional love, and send
them into the world equipped to serve.

Chapel of the Hills

Community United Methodist Church
25153 Viejas Boulevard
PO Box 235
Descanso, CA 91916-0235
OPEN HEARTS OPEN MINDS OPEN DOORS
The People of the United Methodist Church
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