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 I recently had the honor of hearing a 

sermon by our bishop, Grant Hagiya.  He 

said that it is time for the Church to have a 

BHAG – A Big, Hairy, Audacious Goal.  

This is a term from business and leadership 

author, Jim Collins, who studied the success 

of eighteen companies.  They all had Big, 

Hairy, Audacious Goals – long-term goals 

that changed the nature of their businesses.  

Goals that were bold and innovative.  They 

did things that no one else was doing.  They 

set out to do things that seemed unrealistic 

and impossible for them to accomplish.  One 

of the companies was Starbucks.   

 God had a BHAG for Abraham in 

this story.  The task that God asked 

Abraham to do – to sacrifice his only son -- 

seemed impossible to do.  The son that he 

waited for, for twenty-five years.  The son 

that would make him the father of many 

descendants.  The son that was his most 

cherished treasure.  He probably wondered 

how he could actually do this crazy thing 

that God was calling him to do.  How could 

he actually raise a knife to his beloved son?  

But, when God spoke to Abraham, he 

responded with, “Here I am.”  The Message 

Bible translated it as “I’m listening.”   

 There are two other conversations 

that happen in this passage. After God 

speaks to Abraham and he responds, “Here I 

am, or I’m Listening,” Isaac speaks to 

Abraham.  Abraham answered with the 

same response: “Here I am…I’m listening.”  

And, then the angel of the Lord called to 

Abraham.  He replied, “Here I am...I’m 

listening.”  So, God, Isaac, and an angel all 

speak to Abraham, and he said to all of 

them: “I’m listening.”  When we hear God 

calling us through that small, still voice or 

nudge or through other people, how do we 

answer God?  Do we say, “Here I am…or 

I’m listening” like Abraham?   

 Are we even listening?  Most of the 

time we’re so busy “doing” instead of 

listening to what God wants us to do.  We 

can be busy doing good things -- serving and 

helping other people, but do we ever pause 

to listen to what God is calling us to do?  Do 

we listen to the BHAG that God has for us? 

 I haven’t always listened.  I felt God 

calling me into the ministry for a long time, 

but I ignored God.  I just couldn’t wrap my 

head around what it was going to take or the 

sacrifice our family would have to make to 

be faithful to that call.  I didn’t think I could 

actually do it.  I didn’t think I was holy 

enough to be a pastor.  I still don’t think I’m 

holy enough.  But, God brought me to a 

place where I finally listened. 

 After Abraham listened, God then 

gave him a specific task to do.  God told him 

to offer Isaac as a “burnt offering on one of 

the mountains that I will show you.”  God 

would guide him and direct him to the place 

God wants him to go.  After their three-day 

journey, verse nine tells us that they arrived 

at the place where God directed them.          

 In this time of pastoral change, I 

know there will be a time of grieving and a 

time of welcoming as we get to know one 

another.  Please know that I’m not going to 

come in and change things just for the sake 

of change.  I live by “If it ain’t broke, don’t 

fix it.” However, if it is broken, I will take it 

to God in prayer and scripture to discern 

where God is leading.  I will listen to you 

and for God’s direction, and I invite you to 

listen with me.  God is doing a lot of work in 

this community through you, and I know 

God is working in areas we don’t even know 

about yet.  I would like us to use this time of 

change as a reflection time to hear what God 

has in store for Chapel of the Hills.   

 I know God has a Big, Hairy, 

Audacious Goal for Chapel of the Hills.  

God had a BHAG for the Descanso 

community when the founding members 

began meeting in the Town Hall to worship 

in 1949.  God had a BHAG when the church 
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was first constructed four years later and has 

continued to grow since then.  God has a 

new BHAG for us.  Let’s listen for God-

sized dreams.  Let’s dream God-sized 

dreams -- dreams so big that we don’t see 

how we can accomplish them on our own.  

Dreams and goals that will force us to rely 

on God to accomplish instead of ourselves, 

like Abraham.  

 Abraham probably thought, “I don’t 

know how I’m going to do this, but God will 

see to it.  God will provide.”  As Abraham 

and Isaac were making their journey, Isaac 

saw that they had the wood and the fire to 

make the offering, but they didn’t have the 

lamb.  Something was missing.  Isaac asked 

Abraham, “Uh, Dad, where’s the lamb for 

the burnt offering?”  At this point, Abraham 

thought it was Isaac, but even so, Abraham 

had faith that God will see to it, that God 

would provide.  God’s ways are hidden 

sometimes and not understood at first, but 

God wants us to trust and have faith that 

God will provide.   

 I know firsthand that it’s terrifying to 

listen because we may hear God calling us 

to something we don’t want to do or we 

don’t see how it could possibly happen.  

When I felt God calling me to go to 

seminary, I didn’t have the time nor the 

money.  I was busy with our boys who were 

four, five, and nine years old at the time, and 

seminary is ridiculously expensive.  But, 

once I finally said, “Here I am…I’m 

listening,” God removed those two 

obstacles.  God saw to it.  God provided. 

 When we have a faith like 

Abraham’s that trusts God to provide, our 

faith is strengthened.  If we play it safe and 

only set goals that we know we can 

accomplish, it makes us look good, but it 

doesn’t give room for God to show up in a 

big way.  We are relying on our own 

strength. But if we trust that “God will see to 

it,” no matter how crazy it sounds, God will 

see to it.  God provided the ram in the 

thicket for Abraham as a replacement for 

Isaac, and God will provide whatever is 

needed for the BHAG for us.       

 When God saw that Abraham was 

completely devoted, that he would give up 

his beloved son, that was all God needed.  

God said in verse twelve: “Now I know that 

you fear God, since you have not withheld 

your son, your only son.”  The Message 

version of the Bible said it this way: “You 

didn’t hesitate to place your own son on the 

altar.”  This was the test – to see if Abraham 

would give 100% to God, to see if he would 

hold back what was most precious to him, or 

if he truly would go as far as God directed 

him. 

  Our God is in the business of being 

audacious and asks us to be audacious too.  

God asked Abraham to do the unthinkable.  

It sounded like a crazy thing to do, but 

Abraham listened.  God directed Abraham 

where to go, and when Abraham was willing 

to go all the way with God, God provided.  

In our own family, God called me to be a 

pastor in my forties when we have three 

young boys.  That sounds crazy – and it 

was!  I have no idea how, but God provided 

and equipped me along the way.  I trust that 

God will continue equipping me for the next 

BHAG God has for me.   

 As we get to know one another and 

come together to serve the community and 

the world, my prayer is for us to open 

ourselves and really listen for the Big, 

Hairy, Audacious Goal God has planned for 

our church and for ourselves.  In order to 

have a faith like Abraham’s, we start by 

listening.   


