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 Last week, we talked about planting 
seeds in different types of soil, and how we 
are called to plant something and watch it 
grow.  To carry on with that theme, at some 
point in our planting and growing and 
tending the field, we’re going to turn around 
and say, “Where did these weeds come 
from?”  To any gardener or farmer, weeds 
are a menace.  They are aggressive, they 
take over, and they choke out the healthy 
plant because it sucks up all the good 
nutrients for itself.  Any good gardener or 
farmer knows, there comes a time for weed 
control. 
 So, how do we control the weeds that 
get in our good soil?  Our first inclination 
may be to kill them!  When I met Andy, he 
was twenty-six and had just bought his first 
house in Oklahoma.  I noticed that he had 
these brown spots in his lawn.  I asked him 
what happened, and he said he had tried to 
use Round-up to kill the weeds.  He grew up 
watching his dad walk around with the 
Round-up bottle in his hand, spraying any 
weeds he saw in the cracks of the sidewalk 
or next to the house.  He would spot kill the 
weeds in places where there was not any 
other living thing.  Andy thought maybe he 
could spot kill the weeds in the lawn. But, as 
you know if you’ve used weed killer like 
this, along with killing the weeds, it kills 
everything around it. 
 Another way to control the weeds is 
to pull them.  It’s really hard to weed 
though.  We only had a postage-stamp size 
yard in Coronado, but when we had to weed 
it, it seemed liked acres.   When you pull 
weeds, you have to get the root too, or they 
just grow right back.  Sometimes when you 
try to pull them, they break off so easily that 
you need a shovel or a tool that digs down to 
root it out.  Sometimes the roots of the 
weeds are intermingled with the healthy 
plant, so when you try to pull out the weed, 
the healthy plant comes with it. 

 If you ask any gardener or farmer, 
the best method for weed control, they’d 
probably tell you – Prevention.  Putting 
down weed barrier or mulch helps to 
smother weeds, so they can’t grow.  The 
Good Housekeeping website said, “The best 
way to fight [weeds] is to learn how they 
grow, what they like, and then deprive 
them.”  If they aren’t getting what they need 
to grow, then they’ll die.  Another way to 
deprive them is by not giving them the 
space. If the garden is full of thick, healthy 
plants, the weeds don’t have much room to 
grow. 
 However, the reality is the weeds are 
going to get in our good soil.  I think that’s 
what Jesus is saying in this parable.  We can 
plant good seed, but our enemy will come 
along when we least expect it and plant 
weeds to strangle our growth.  Our first 
inclination may be – let’s get rid of the 
enemy!  But, Jesus says not to do that.  Jesus 
says to let the weeds and wheat grow 
together.   
 That sounds risky.  If the weeds and 
the wheat grow together, and they become 
so intertwined, won’t one influence the 
other?  Yes!  This is one of the reasons why 
Jesus doesn’t say to pull the weeds.  Jesus 
wants to give the weeds time to hear the 
gospel from the wheat.  Weren’t we all 
weeds at some point before we heard the 
good news?   
 Ralph Waldo Emerson suggests this 
too.  A weed is a plant whose virtues have 
not yet been discovered.  There’s potential 
for the weed to become wheat.  Just like we 
learned last week that all the different soils 
had potential to become cultivated by God’s 
grace, the weed’s destructiveness could 
become fruitful.  If we just kill the weeds or 
pull them up and place them in the trash 
with other dead weeds, they will never have 
the opportunity to hear the gospel and grow 
in God’s love.   
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 Jesus also says in this parable that if 
you uproot the weeds, you also uproot the 
wheat.  When this parable is explained in 
scripture, Jesus said that he is the sower and 
he planted the good seed.  Jesus doesn’t 
want to destroy the good seeds that he has 
planted.  He also explains that their roots are 
so intertwined that you cannot tell the 
difference between the weed and the wheat.  
As we saw in Children’s Time, the weed this 
scripture is probably talking about looks 
exactly like wheat on the outside.  You can 
only tell the difference by the seeds.   
 We can only tell if we’re wheat or a 
weed by the seeds we produce.  Sometimes 
we may think we know by the seeds that 
others plant.  If they plant hatred and 
injustice, then they’re a weed.  If they plant, 
hope and love, they’re wheat.  Aren’t we all 
still a little weedy from time to time?  Every 
time this week if I found myself being a 
little judge-y or unkind, I would say to 
myself – Weed!  Even Paul told us he had a 
weed problem a few weeks ago when he 
said in Romans 7:15: “I do not do what I 
want, but I do the very thing I hate.”  
There’s a bearded darnel in all of us.  Only 
Jesus knows who is really a weed and who 
is wheat.  And, I appreciate the time he 
gives for us to figure that out for ourselves. 
 Finally, Jesus tells us in this parable 
that the best thing to do for weed control is 
to do nothing.  It’s not our job.  Often, we 
think it is our job to weed in order to protect 
ourselves and to keep the weed from 
infesting other areas.  But, we often fall into 
the trap of defining “who’s in” and “who’s 
out.” We don’t know for sure who is a weed 
and who is wheat because we fall “in” and 
“out” ourselves so many times.  And, when 
we judge someone else, it causes us to sin, 
which damages us in that process.  Jesus 
said that he would send his harvesters to root 
out the weed at the end of the age. 

 It’s uplifting to be reassured that in 
our world where seeds of hatred and 
injustice are sown daily, God is still in 
charge.  God loves us so much that we’re 
allowed the time to sort out ourselves.  Even 
if we’re raised in a field of weeds, there’s 
still a chance that we can become wheat by 
God’s grace.  God never gives up on us.  We 
are given the time to learn and grow from 
others, so we can decide if we’re going to 
produce seeds of sinfulness or seeds of 
lovingkindness.  Jesus knows that we’re 
prone to being weedy just by being human, 
so he doesn’t give us the job of plucking out 
the weeds.  He knows we would end up 
plucking out ourselves.  Our job is to plant 
good seeds and watch them grow…even if 
they grow alongside some weeds. 
 
Gracious Creator, Sower of Life, You know 
our complicated histories that have carried 
us to this moment.  You have walked with 
us in our long years of wandering.  You are 
no stranger to our pain and brokenness.  
Your scripture tells us that You are with us 
and You will keep us wherever we go.  
Trusting in Your mercy, we acknowledge to 
ourselves those ways we fall short from 
what You intend for us.  In this moment of 
silence, we admit to You the weeds in our 
lives, the weeds that produce impure seeds.  
You are our hope, Lord, to help us overcome 
these shortcomings and to lead us in the way 
everlasting.  Teach us Your way that we 
may walk in Your truth and sow good seeds 
that are pleasing to You.  Amen.     
 


