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 For the past few weeks, we’ve been 
talking about planting seeds and watching 
them grow.  As we close this series today, 
we’ll focus on what happens in the growing 
season of our lives.  The mustard seed is a 
very small seed that grows into a shrub 
when it reaches maturity.  A mustard seed 
doesn’t normally grow into a tree large 
enough or strong enough for birds to rest in, 
so that is an interesting point of the parable.  
How can the “greatest of shrubs become a 
tree”?   
 Also, in antiquity, the mustard shrub 
was considered a weed that farmers would 
most likely pull out of their fields.  They 
would not let it become a tree.  That seems a 
rather odd placement of this parable, 
following the Parable of the Weeds and 
Wheat, in which Jesus advised not to pull 
the weeds.  It most certainly illustrates that 
even when we consider something a weed, 
God sees potential for surprising growth.  
The mustard seed is a good image to 
illustrate our faith because there is surprising 
growth from a seed that begins so small.   
 The mustard seed doesn’t grow from 
a tiny seed into a shrub quickly.  It takes 
time.  Just like it takes time for our faith to 
grow.  It takes time to get from seed to 
shrub, and only God can help us become a 
tree.  However, during that time, we will 
encounter conditions that make us question 
if we should continue tending our growth.  It 
may seem impossible to keep growing, but 
the Romans passage gives us four reasons 
why we should continue cultivating our 
growth.  
 The first reason is Romans 8:26: 
“The moment we get tired in the waiting, 
God’s Spirit is right alongside helping us 
along.”  During the germination phase, we 
may feel like we're stuck in the soil, but the 
Spirit helps us in the waiting and in our 
weakness of not knowing how to 
continue.  When we don't know how to get 

out of the darkness, the Spirit groans for us 
when we don't have the words. We have the 
Spirit pulling for us, encouraging us, even 
when we think we have no one else's 
support or think we'll never make it out.  
But, God’s grace cracks the shell and a root 
shoots out. 
 Once the first root stretches out, 
more roots want to follow, but sometimes 
the growing conditions threaten our growth.  
We may be in a drought or we’re drowning 
from downpours.  Root rot begins to set in 
when we feel as if the whole world is 
against us.  We learned last week that even 
when we have good growth, our enemy 
comes along and plants weeds to strangle 
our growth. We may feel like we have every 
obstacle preventing us to grow, but we have 
God rooting for us.  Our second reason is 
Romans 8:31, which says, “If God is for 
us, who can be against us.”  So many 
times, we fizzle out when things get hard, or 
we try to grow in our own strength.  No 
matter what threatens to stunt our growth, 
God is for us.  We have God’s grace, God’s 
Miracle-Gro, that keeps us growing.   
 The third reason why we should keep 
growing is to realize that God works 
everything for good.  Romans 8:28 says, 
“All things work together for good for 
those who love God, called according to 
his purpose.”  Some of us may be able to 
look back and see how circumstances and 
situations, setbacks and failures, were all 
worked out for good – that we were 
redeemed despite those circumstances.  
Some of us may not be able to do that yet.  
We’re still grappling with questions like:  
How could losing our spouse or a child be 
for good?  How could suffering be good?  
How could Shirley’s passing be good?   
 I don't believe God gives us cancer 
to teach us a lesson, and I don't believe that 
God allows our failure or suffering to get 
our attention or to punish us.  The 
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circumstances and situations we find 
ourselves in are the consequences of living 
in a broken world.  Sometimes, life just 
happens, and bad things happen. We're 
victims of someone else's fall or we're held 
prisoner in diseased bodies.  But no matter 
what we go through, God is present and 
actively working to bring about redemption 
in our lives and in the world.    
 God’s original intention for us was to 
live as God made us in perfect love even in 
an imperfect world that we created.  Even 
though we experience suffering in this life, 
God is still working to bring us back to 
God’s intention for us.  Sometimes we won’t 
see that on this side of heaven.  But, rest 
assured, we will on the other side.  God gave 
up his only Son, for our good.  Jesus 
conquered death for our good.  The Spirit 
groans for us on our behalf, for our good.    
 The fourth reason to continue 
growing is to know that nothing can 
separate us from the love of God.  We may 
feel like someone or something could dig us 
up, separating us from our life source, and 
we’re left to wither in the sun.  Romans 
8:38-39 promises that can’t happen.  Let’s 
read these verses together: “For I am 
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor 
angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor powers, nor height, 
nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from 
the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  
No-thing.  No person.  No circumstance.  No 
sin.   
 We may think that someone or 
something has caused us to be separated 
from God.  We may think that we have 
separated ourselves from God because of all 
the sins we have committed.  We tell 
ourselves that we’re just a bad seed because 
whatever we’ve done has made God leave 
us.  We think we've just messed this up too 
much.  We’re too far gone.  But, it’s not 

true.  God is a God of love.  That’s what 
God does.  God knows all the deep, dark 
secrets buried in our hearts, that nobody else 
knows, yet God still loves us.  No matter 
what we’ve done, we can be redeemed by 
God’s love.   
 The mustard seed, a tiny seed, is 
redeemed too.  Because of its size, it may 
seem that it would only produce a small 
plant.  But God takes what was considered a 
trash weed and grows it into a huge tree, big 
enough and sturdy enough to house birds.  
God can take us from seed to tree even if it 
only begins with a tiny mustard seed of 
faith.  No matter how small our faith is in 
the beginning, there's room to grow in Christ 
Jesus.  We can remember these truths in 
Romans to help us to continue growing: The 
Spirit is helping us, God is for us, God is 
working things together for good, and 
Nothing can separate us from God.  There’s 
power in this passage.  I bet Pope Benedict 
XVI tapped into this power when he said, “I 
have a mustard seed, and I’m not afraid to 
use it.”  Let’s use it!  Amen.  


