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 Choices.  Do you ever feel like we 

have too many choices?  Has this ever 

happened to you? (photo of a person in the 

grocery store with too many options).  The 

poor guy just wants a bag of salad.   

Psychologists and economists who have 

studied this issue are concluding that an 

overload of options may actually paralyze 

people or push them into decisions that are 

against their own best interest.1  People are 

afraid they are going to make the wrong 

choice or miss out on something better 

because they made the wrong choice.  I see 

this with my boys.  I will ask them: Do you 

want waffles or pancakes?  They ask, “Can I 

have both?”  And, that’s just giving them 

two options.  They love both choices so 

much, they can’t decide.  They don’t want to 

decide; they want both! 

 In this scripture, Joshua does the 

same with the people of Israel.  He gathers 

all the tribes of Israel and tells them that 

before Abraham worshipped God, he 

worshiped idols.  Abraham was from Ur and 

in that region, they served pagan gods.  But, 

God called Abraham away from idol 

worship.  Abraham made the choice to leave 

behind idol worship, to worship the one true 

God. 

 Joshua gives the Israelites the same 

choice: “Choose this day whom you’ll 

serve” (verse 15).  Serve the gods that your 

ancestors worshipped, or the LORD.  Two 

choices.  Joshua leads by saying, that he and 

his household will serve the Lord.  He 

makes the choice for himself and his family 

to serve God, and the others follow. 

 We have that choice too.  Our choice 

can be a little more complicated.  Our 

modern-day idols are trickier to notice.  

Many times we don’t even realize that we’re 

worshipping other gods.  We can often find 

                                                 
1 http://www.nytimes.com/2010/02/27/your-

money/27shortcuts.html 

out who we truly worship by asking 

ourselves two questions:  Where and how do 

I spend my time?  Where and how do I 

spend my money?   Luke 12:34 tells us that 
“For where your treasure is, there your heart 

will be also.” We treasure our time and our 

money.  So, where and how we spend those 

treasures will tell us who we truly serve in 

our hearts. 

 About ten years ago, Andy and I 

made the decision, like Joshua, that we and 

our household would serve the LORD.  This 

was even before I felt God calling me to be a 

pastor.  Prior to this decision, we both had 

worshipped at other churches -- Andy calls 

it the Church of Andy.  And, I worshipped at 

the Church of Kristie.  Our focus was on 

ourselves.  We spent our time and our 

money on things we wanted; things we 

thought would make us happy.  But, they 

didn’t.  God showed us that we were serving 

ourselves instead of serving God.  We made 

a change to start serving God with our time 

and our money. 

 Instead of me telling you Andy’s 

story, I thought you might like to hear it 

from him.  (If you’d like to hear his story, 

you can find it on the sermon video at 

www.chapelofthehills.org.) 

 Two choices.  We can choose to 

serve God with our time and money.  If we 

don’t intentionally spend our time and 

money serving God, then we serve other 

gods, usually ourselves, by default.  In two 

weeks, on Nov. 26th, we will have 

Commitment Sunday.  We will set aside 

time where we can make a commitment with 

our time and our money here at the altar.  

I’m giving you two weeks to pray about it, 

to see where and how God is calling you to 

serve.   

http://www.chapelofthehills.org/

