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 Wildfires, hurricanes, floods, and 

earthquakes – it has been a week!  I think we 

need to hear some God moments to lift us 

up.  Does anyone have any stories to share?  

Seen any signs of the divine? 

 

 I love sharing these stories with one 

another because this is one of the reasons 

why we go to church.  I’m sure you’ve heard 

people say before, “I don’t have to go to 

church to be a Christian.”  True, but why 

wouldn’t you want to be part of a loving 

community?  It can be pretty lonely when 

you aren’t part of a church family that loves 

and cares for you, that prays for you, and 

helps you when you need it most.        

 I shared with you a few weeks ago 

that there was a time in my life when I felt 

that I didn’t believe in organized religion.  

Most people who have said this have been 

hurt by the church.  Quite honestly, many 

times the Church has gotten it wrong.  A 

Lutheran pastor in Oregon, Tyler Beane 

Kelly, wrote a Letter to the Unchurched, 

that apologized on the Church’s behalf to all 

those who have been hurt by the Church.  

He knew firsthand the hurt and pain as he 

had also been hurt by church leaders while 

he was a teenager struggling with clinical 

depression.  His youth pastor wrongfully 

told him that prayer alone could heal him.  

When Tyler had to take medication and 

went to counseling, he felt guilty as if his 

faith wasn’t strong enough.  It took years for 

him to feel loved and accepted by a faith 

community.   

 Tyler wrote in his letter that “The 

church has had an unhealthy relationship 
with power going all the way back to the 5th 
Century when Christianity became a state 
religion aligned with the Roman Empire. 
Power has corrupted us. But if you go even 
further back to the Bible, you can see the 
bad behavior brewing: The disciples jostling 
with each other for who was the greatest 

among them, and for who would sit at Jesus’ 
right hand in the coming Kingdom of God. 
 
The disciples did not understand that the 
Kingdom of God was not a kingdom like the 
kingdoms and empires we know from history, 
with fancy robes and rewards and status. 
Neither was it an ethereal heavenly afterlife. 
The Kingdom of God was a way of being in this 
world, here and now. Living with love. Living a 
life of service. Giving up status and pride to 
serve those most in need in our community. 
Using power not to boost one’s own self, but to 
build up others. 
 
The church has often forgotten this. Over the 
ages, we have hurt so many. Instead of serving 
the poor, we stole from the poor to build our 
cathedrals. Instead of embodying Jesus’ way of 
love by serving those different than us, we 
pounded people over the head with the Bible 
with threats of damnation and hellfire. We have 
forced indigenous peoples to give up their 
culture to take on the culture of Christendom. 
We have even killed those who wouldn’t 
convert. This is the church at its worst.” 
 

 Sometimes the Church has caused 

more harm than good.  Sometimes people in 

the church have crossed boundaries and 

abused their authority in many ways.  

Sometimes Christians have given Christians 

a bad name.  That’s because we’re sinners 

despite our best efforts.  We’re not perfect.  

Only Christ is perfect.  That’s why this 

passage gives us guidelines how to handle 

the conflict that will eventually arise.  We 

have a pretty great church family, but even 

the best church families will have conflict 

and drama at some point.  This passage 

gives good instruction on increasing 

communication and acceptance of all God’s 

children in God’s family. 

 Despite the times the Church has 

gotten it wrong, the Church has also gotten 

it right.  We have about seventy members in 

this church, and it may seem that we have 

limited resources.  However, as part of the 

United Methodist Church, we are joined 

with 12 million globally who are working 
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together for the transformation of the world.  

In the past, this church participated in the 

Imagine No Malaria campaign that 

partnered with the Bill and Melinda Gates 

Foundation to eradicate malaria.  This week, 

UMCOR, the disaster relief agency, has 

been working diligently to help those who 

have been left with nothing in Houston.   

Also this week, the United Methodist 

Church and the Catholic Church have joined 

together to speak up for the 800,000 children 

who are threatened by the rescinding of 

DACA.  The U.S. Catholic Bishops said this 

week, "As people of faith, we say to DACA 

youth — regardless of your immigration 

status, you are children of God and welcome 

in the Catholic Church. The Catholic Church 

supports you and will advocate for you."  

Even though there are many stories of when 

the Church has gotten it wrong, there are 

just as many to show when the Church has 

gotten it right.   

 This is what we have to strive for, to 

increase the stories of love and compassion. 

When we have conflict and strife in the 

universal Church, in the United Methodist 

Church, or within our local church here, we 

must talk it out, love one another despite our 

differences, and remember that God is with 

us.  When we come together, God is with us.  

We’re all God’s children in God’s family, 

and even the best of families will have 

drama.  Like all families, there are always 

crazy cousins and the weird uncle, but we’re 

still a family.   

 We’re part of the family of God here 

at Chapel of the Hills who come together 

and share the God moments together.  We 

pray for each other.  We learn from each 

other.  We worship together.  In these 

moments of being in community, we 

experience God’s love and grace through 

each other.  We need each other to get 

through tough weeks like this one that was 

filled with fear and grief due to the loss of 

life and livelihoods from natural disasters or 

the lack of compassion.  Through it all, we 

have to love one another, support one 

another, and remember that God is with us.  

Whether there are two or three gathered, 

seventy, or 12 million, we are the Church 

and God is with us.   


