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 The gospel says we must set our 

minds on divine things, not human things.  

We look for signs of the divine; signs that 

God is with us.  Have you seen any of these 

signs? (images on the screen) Well, maybe 

we’re not talking about these kinds of signs, 

but God does use concrete things to show us 

that God is with us.   

 God used fire with Moses.  The 

burning bush was certainly a divine thing.  

God became something concrete to get 

Moses’ attention.  Fire was ordinary, at least 

something he had seen before, but the bush 

was not being consumed by the fire.  That 

really got his attention as something 

ordinary became extraordinary.  He knew 

that it had to be God for that to happen.   

 Has something like that ever 

happened to you?  Have ordinary events 

seemed a little too extraordinary for it to be 

a coincidence?  You knew it had to be a sign 

of the divine. 

 Andrew mentioned last week that his 

friend, Sherri, received devastating news 

that she had brain cancer.  He organized a 

prayer team to go to the hospital a few 

weeks ago to pray for her.  I was so honored 

to be asked to be a part of that.  While we 

were at the hospital, Bob, Sherri’s husband, 

knew about this outdoor patio where we 

could go and pray while Sherri was visiting 

with a friend.  This patio had a small sitting 

area that was indeed outside, but it was 

surrounded by buildings.  We could look up 

and see the sky, but it was an enclosed area 

with brick and mortar around us.  There 

were some plants and flowers out there as 

well, so it’s a nice reprieve from the 

sanitized walls of the hospital.   

 Bob told us about what happened to 

Sherri for the doctors to run the tests to find 

the tumors and the prognosis.  He told us 

that he was asking for a miracle.  The five of 

us there each took turns praying for Sherri 

and for Bob.  We prayed for a miracle, but 

we also prayed for God’s will in this 

situation as we don’t always know what that 

is.  We focused on divine things, on the 

power of God, while we also expressed our 

human wants and desires. 

 When we lifted our heads from 

prayer and opened our eyes, there were three 

mourning doves sitting quietly next to us.  I 

have no idea how they got there.  They may 

have been there when we walked out to the 

patio, but I don’t remember seeing them or 

hearing them.  But, the number of three, 

made me think of the Trinity, and that God 

was surely with us on that patio.  This was a 

sign of the divine. 

 We then went to Sherri’s room to 

surround her in prayer and lay hands on her.  

The neurological effects of the tumors made 

her talk incessantly.  Her uncontrollable 

behavior made it hard for us in the 

beginning to get her to stop talking in order 

for us to explain why we were there.  

However, when we began to pray, a 

calmness came over her, and she settled 

down.  She rested quietly as each one of us 

prayed for her and her medical team.  After 

the prayers, Andrew began singing softly, 

“Surely the Presence of the Lord is in this 

Place.” And, Sherri hummed along with 

him.  In fact, she kept humming for a second 

verse.  A sign of the divine.  

 I was away for two days this week, 

which threw me off my normal routine of 

sermon writing.  I knew the message that I 

felt God was leading me to deliver, but I had 

not had the time to really develop it until 

yesterday.  I knew I wanted to share the 

stories about Sherri and had asked 

permission to tell those, but I felt that this 

sermon lacked depth.  I struggled quite a bit 

about what to add, and then I walked by my 

bookshelf at home.  The devotional book, 

Jesus Calling, caught my eye, so I picked it 

up and turned to the day’s entry.  This 

devotional book is written from Jesus’ 
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perspective, so when you read it, it sounds 

like Jesus is speaking directly to you.  (Read 

the entry.) 

 

 Miracles happen all around us, signs 

of the divine.  Do we choose to see them as 

divine things or human things?  When our 

minds get stuck on human things, we tend to 

focus on trivial things, things out of our 

control, or things that cause us to worry.  

When we focus on divine things, we focus 

on what’s more important, and we 

experience the intimate love and care that 

Christ gives.  When we focus on divine 

things, we become more aware of how 

God’s will is better for us than our will.  

When we open ourselves to experience the 

divine, when we start to notice how the 

ordinary is really extraordinary, we see God 

is with us. 

   I have homework for you this week.  

I encourage you to open yourselves to signs 

of the divine.  Approach each day with 

joyful expectation that you’ll see the divine 

in some way.  God could use concrete things 

to speak to you.  God could use a person to 

speak through, and you hear words that you 

know they had to come from God.  God 

could use devotionals or scripture to say 

exactly what you need to hear at that time.  

Open yourselves to the divine this week.  

We’ll start the Message next week by 

sharing our stories.  If you can’t be here next 

week and would like to share, I’ll make a 

post on the church’s Facebook page, and 

you can post your story in the comments. 

 Now, we’ll experience the 

extraordinary, Christ’s presence, through 

something ordinary and concrete, the bread 

and the cup.  We participate in holy 

communion not only to remember Christ’s 

sacrifice, but also to experience Christ’s real 

presence that is present in the bread and the 

cup.  Christ’s presence, a sign of the divine, 

gives us nourishment for our journey.      

 


