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 Last week, we started talking about 

Big, Hairy, Audacious Hospitality.  We said 

that hospitality goes beyond being inviting 

and welcoming.  It’s being compassionate to 

people around us and allowing God to work 

through us.  It’s extending the welcoming 

grace of Christ to others.  In today’s gospel 

reading, we see having Big, Hairy, 

Audacious Hospitality takes courage to 

overcome some dangerous situations in 

order to do what Christ is inviting us to do.  

 We see an invitation in this story.  

Jesus invites Peter to step out of the boat 

during a storm.  Peter accepts that invitation 

and joins Jesus in this miracle.  But not 

without fear.  It can be scary to do 

something that we have never done before, 

or to do something we don’t think we can 

do.  Peter had never walked on water before 

nor thought he could possibly do it.  But, he 

did not let his fear prevent him from 

stepping out of his comfort zone. 

 And, I do mean comfort zone.  Peter 

was a professional fisherman.  He knew how 

to handle himself in a boat, even during a 

storm.  Storms on the Sea of Galilee come 

up without warning frequently.  The Sea of 

Galilee is 680 feet below sea level, yet the 

mountains around it reach 2,000 feet high.  

The contrast in the moisture of the air can 

cause sudden temperature and pressure 

changes that result in strong winds funneling 

down to the sea.  Besides Peter, there were 

three other fishermen in that boat – Andrew, 

James, and John, Zebedee’s sons.  They 

knew how to handle themselves in a boat 

when one of these storms came up, and they 

were managing the storm just fine.  

According to scripture, the storm was not 

what made them fearful.  Verse twenty-six 

says, “When the disciples saw him walking 

on the sea, they were terrified.” It wasn’t 

until they saw Jesus that they became 

terrified. 

 Does anyone else besides me and the 

disciples feel terrified when Jesus shows up 

and asks you to do something you don’t 

think you can do…or something you don’t 

really want to do?  Many times, we’re afraid 

of failure.  But, guess what?  Peter failed in 

this story.  He got up the courage to step out 

of the boat, but when he took his eyes off 

Jesus and started noticing the dangerous 

situation around him, he sank.  Peter, which 

means, Rock, the rock that Jesus would 

build his church on, sank.  Because that’s 

what rocks do…they sink in water.  But, 

Jesus reached out and took his hand.  Jesus 

pulled him up, and they got back in the boat.  

At some point, we’re going to fail.  Even 

when we think we’re doing what Christ has 

asked us to do.  But, we have Christ right 

there with us to help us back into the boat 

when our faith isn’t strong enough. 

 Jesus asked Peter, “You of little 

faith, why did you doubt?”  It’s part of 

human nature.  Even the Rock on which the 

church is built upon doubts his abilities.  

Peter may have had little faith, but he was 

the only one who stepped out of the boat.  

Because Peter had the courage to accept 

Jesus’ invitation, the disciples who were 

watching this whole thing realized that Jesus 

was “the Son of God.”  It was a turning 

point for them. 

 Even though the disciples were 

following Christ and helping him spread his 

message, they didn’t quite understand who 

he was.  They called him Teacher and knew 

he was a compassionate leader.  They saw 

him perform miracles.  They thought he was 

the Messiah, but they still had doubts.  He 

did not measure up to what they thought the 

Messiah was supposed to be.  They had a 

preconceived notion of what Jesus was 

supposed to be like.  They thought he was 

supposed to be a military hero like the rest 
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of their great leaders that had rescued the 

Jews in the past.   

 It was time for the disciples to 

experience Jesus for themselves.  Jesus 

wanted them to be on the receiving end of a 

miracle, so they would finally understand 

who he really is.  So, Jesus put them in a 

position to experience his power for 

themselves.  In the beginning of this story, 

verse twenty-two tells us plainly that Jesus 

sends the disciples away.  That doesn’t seem 

very hospitable.  He did leave them, so he 

could go up the mountain to pray, but I think 

perhaps there was another reason, instead of 

Jesus needing some “me time.”  Jesus 

positions them, so he can come to them and 

extend his Big, Hairy, Audacious invitation 

in a miraculous way.   

 Jesus came to them in a way they 

never expected, but they finally got it.  They 

finally understood that Jesus is the Son of 

God when they experienced his power 

firsthand.  They were fearful because they 

didn’t truly understand, but Jesus said, 

“Take heart; it is I.”  Peter’s courage to take 

one step caused many others to take that step 

toward understanding.   

 Just like the disciples, Jesus positions 

us as well to take that step.  Maybe we 

become afraid when we feel God is inviting 

us to do something that we’re not 

comfortable doing.  We’re content in our 

surroundings, even if they are unpleasant.  

We’re like the disciples who feel quite 

comfortable in the storms in our lives.  

We’re used to managing the chaos.  We 

know how to do crazy because we’ve been 

doing it for so long.  We don’t know what to 

do when Jesus shows up, so we become 

fearful.  Fear of the unknown.  Fear of 

failure.  We’re fearful when we don’t truly 

understand.  But, if we have the courage to 

step out and accept Jesus’ invitation, we can 

join him in his miracle.  We can join him in 

offering Big, Hairy, Audacious Hospitality 

to others.   

 It takes courage to offer Big, Hairy, 

Audacious Hospitality.  I don’t know if this 

message is for anyone else besides me 

today.  I know I need to develop courage 

like Peter.  I was in Hillcrest one time for a 

doctor’s appointment, but I had arrived a 

little too early.  I thought, I have enough 

time to go over to Starbucks.  When I 

walked out with my Venti Mocha with 

Whipped Cream and cheese danish, a 

homeless person asked me for change.  I 

knew I didn’t have any because I used my 

card to pay, so I told him, “I’m sorry, I don’t 

have any,” and kept walking to my car 

across the street.  Sitting in my comfy car, I 

started digging into my cheese Danish.  I 

saw the man walk across a vacant lot and 

then disappear.  Since I still had time before 

the appointment, I sat there and finished my 

breakfast.  About five minutes later, the man 

seemed to appear out of nowhere and 

knocked on my window.  That startled me 

because I didn’t see him walk up to the car.  

He then motioned for me to roll down the 

window.  This is where I could’ve used 

some of Peter’s courage.  I just shook my 

head no.  My purse was sitting on the 

passenger’s seat, and I was afraid that he 

might snatch my purse.  He kept talking to 

me through the glass, but I couldn’t hear 

what he was saying.  He finally gave up and 

walked off.  I did not offer Big, Hairy, 

Audacious Hospitality that day.   

 Sometimes Jesus invites us to join 

him in his work in dangerous situations.  

Those dangerous situations may be just 

leaving our comfort zones.  Sometimes we 

may doubt our abilities while we’re doing 

his work.  And, many times we’re going to 

fail.  I failed this day.  But, Jesus is there to 

reach out to grab us when we do.  So, take 

heart, and take the first step.  Amen. 


