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 Back in 1998, Gene Siskel was 

interviewing Oprah about her role in the 

movie Beloved.  At the end of the interview, 

he asked her: “What do you know for sure?”  

Even though Oprah had asked and been 

asked many questions over the years, this 

one stumped her.  She wasn’t sure how to 

answer, so she said, “I need time to think 

about that some more.”  And, she has given 

that question a great deal of thought.  That 

question became the focus of a column she 

wrote in her monthly magazine.  She shared 

the wisdom gained from her life lessons and 

experiences.   

  So, since today is my birthday, I 

thought I would focus this sermon on that 

question.  I want to share with you what I 

know for sure.  Over my forty-six years of 

circling the sun, I want to impart my 

wisdom in this forty-six point sermon. 😊 

 In the scripture today, Peter answers 

this question and shares his wisdom about 

who Jesus is.  Jesus asks the disciples, “Who 

do you say that I am?”  Peter answers, “You 

are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 

This is an important declaration because we 

have seen the progression of the disciples’ 

thinking that has led Peter to this moment.  

They had been viewing who Jesus was 

through other people’s experiences of “John 

the Baptist, Elijah, Jeremiah or a prophet.”  

But, Jesus is asking them personally who he 

is to them.  And, this is what Peter knows 

for sure.  What I know for sure is that 

everyone comes to a point in life when 

everyone must answer that question for 

themselves.   

 We all study the Bible and read 

books by theologians who declare who Jesus 

is to them.  It’s important to seek answers 

and educate ourselves, learning and 

growing, but at some point, it comes down 

to a personal experience with God.  It comes 

down to God revealing the answer to us.   

 God revealed the answer to Peter in 

this scripture.  Jesus said, “Flesh and blood 

did not reveal this to you, but my Father in 

Heaven.”  Through our study and seeking, 

the answer to this question will be revealed 

to us in the right time.  We may not even 

realize that we’re seeking at times, but our 

soul is longing to answer this question.  

When we seek to find out who Jesus is to us, 

God will meet us right where we are.  God 

will reveal it to us.  What I know for sure is 

that when we call out to God, God answers.  

It may take time, as God’s grace is bringing 

us to a place of awareness and acceptance to 

understand God’s revelation. 

  I also know, for sure, that when God 

reveals to us who Jesus is, God also reveals 

who we are in relation to who Jesus is.  God 

calls everyone for a particular purpose to be 

used in God’s plan for redeeming the world.  

God took on the form of humanity as Jesus 

to come and redeem the world.  For Peter, 

he was a fisherman that became a fisher of 

people.  I shared with you last week about 

my experience of how the church failed me 

when I was a teenager.  The leaders in the 

church made me question the whole purpose 

of the church.  To redeem that situation, part 

of my call as a minister is to be the church 

leader that I needed in that situation, to be 

the church leader that loves people 

unconditionally, as Christ loves.  Even 

though that event cannot be changed, God 

can work to prevent it from happening 

somewhere else.  God can redeem the 

church.   

 God gives us all special gifts and 

talents to be used for God’s purpose, and 

they are often connected to God’s story of 

redemption.  Some of us are preachers, 

teachers, leaders, and musicians.  We use 

those talents and our life experiences to 

proclaim the good news through playing in 

the Praise band, teaching Sunday School, 

leading small groups, working with at risk 
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youth, caring for the needy, feeding the 

hungry, loving the outcast.  We’re all called 

to use our experiences of redemption to help 

others in theirs.  God is always working to 

redeem us and the world.   

 And, I know for sure that it’s never 

too late.  Peter’s faith was shaky in the 

beginning.  Peter denied Jesus three times.  

But, once God revealed to him who Jesus is, 

Peter went from a rock that sinks to a rock 

for a foundation that many other rocks 

would be built on.  My call as a pastor did 

not come until my forties because it wasn’t 

until my late thirties that I finally answered 

that question for myself – who Jesus is to 

me.  I was always trying to work that out, 

even when I wasn’t attending church or 

living a Christian life.  I remember sharing 

in a Bible study:  I know who God is, God is 

my Creator, and I know who the Holy Spirit 

is, God living inside me, helping me.  But, I 

haven’t quite figured out who Jesus is, to 

me.  By the end of that Bible study, God 

revealed to me who Jesus is to me, my 

redeemer, and that put into motion my work 

in the church.  

 When I turned twenty-five, I had a 

“mid-life” crisis.  Although, it wasn’t 

exactly “mid-life.”  But, I had a realization 

that I was not where I thought I would be at 

twenty-five, and I did not feel like I was 

living life to the fullest.  I let life and 

circumstances just push me around.  So, I 

decided that every year on my birthday, I 

would do something exciting, something 

I’ve always want to do, to feel alive.  On my 

twenty-fifth birthday, I bungee-jumped.  On 

my twenty-sixth, I got a tattoo.  On my 

twenty-seventh birthday, I attempted to 

swim with the dolphins, but they did not 

cooperate.  By my twenty-eighth birthday, it 

occurred to me that I needed to experience 

things that made me feel alive more than just 

one day of the year.  I’ve done a lot of fun 

and exciting things – zip-lining over 

Fremont Street in Vegas, swimming with the 

stingrays in Grand Cayman, and even 

jumping out of a perfectly good airplane.   

 But, what I know for sure is that 

getting in right relationship with God has 

made me feel more alive than any of those 

things.  Yes, they are great memories and 

experiences, but being in the right place at 

the right time, doing the work that God has 

called me to do, gives a feeling of 

contentment and exhilaration all wrapped 

into one.  When experiencing the divine’s 

presence, there’s an awe that is mind-

blowing that we cannot experience through 

any other adrenaline-pumping activity. It’s 

the peace that everyone is searching for.  

Andy asked me last week, what would you 

like to do for your birthday?  Being in the 

pulpit here, at Chapel of the Hills, is where 

I’m supposed to be right now, and I 

wouldn’t want to be anywhere else today. 

 So, those are some of the things I 

know for sure.  What do you know for sure?  

Do you know, for sure, who Jesus is to you?  

Do you know for sure the work Jesus is 

calling you to do?  It’s never too late to 

answer those questions.  And as the great 

poet, W.H. Auden, said, “You owe it to all 

of us to get on with what you’re good at.”  

God has given us those gifts and talents to 

work alongside God to restore and redeem 

the world.  I know for sure is that it’s time 

for us to get to work! 

 


