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 When I was a kid, I remember my 

extended family getting together on 

Thanksgiving.  There were so many cousins 

and aunts and uncles that I only saw once a 

year that I couldn’t quite remember all of 

their names.  The men would sit out under a 

shade tree and tell tall tales, and the women 

would tell similar tales in the kitchen as they 

prepared the food.  The kids would run 

around and play outside.  When it came time 

for dinner, the dishes of food lined the long 

table, which was actually two or three tables 

put together.  Everyone couldn’t fit around 

the table, so they’d sit nearby on the couch 

with their plates in their laps or on the old 

aluminum TV trays.  Someone said the 

blessing, and then we all just inhaled all of 

this food until our stomachs hurt.  But, then 

we’d always have room for pumpkin pie, 

and then we’d hurt ourselves even more.  

Soon after that, we’d feel the tryptophan 

starting to kick in, and we could barely get 

home before the Thanksgiving naps set in.  

After that, we’d watch football and go to 

bed early, so we could get up at the crack of 

dawn for the Black Friday sales. 

 As I became an adult and reflected 

on those Thanksgivings, what bothered me 

the most was that not one time did anyone 

ever mention the holiday.  No one said 

anything about why we celebrate 

Thanksgiving.  No one mentioned anything 

they were thankful for.   

 Later on, after we moved to 

California and started celebrating 

Thanksgiving with Andy’s family, I 

suggested that we all bring something that 

represents what we were most grateful for 

that year.  It had to be something that we 

could part with for the year because we 

would place the item in the cornucopia that 

was the centerpiece on the table, and it 

would stay in there until the next 

Thanksgiving.  We could choose to leave it 

in the cornucopia, or we could replace it 

with a new token of gratitude.  It was fun to 

go around the table and share what that 

particular item represented and reminisce on 

last year’s item.  There have been pictures of 

children, pictures children have drawn, 

crosses, sobriety chips, keys, pink ribbons, 

and other miscellaneous items that had 

symbolic meaning.  The important thing is 

that we paused, thought about God’s 

blessings, and were thankful for them. 

 Today, we are in the third week of 

the Five Marks of a Methodist series.  The 

first mark is love, and the second is joy.  The 

third mark of a Methodist is gratitude. 

Thanksgiving for Christians is not a season 

that comes around once a year.  It’s not a 

holiday that is sandwiched between 

Halloween and Christmas that goes barely 

noticed in the commercialized industry.  

God calls us to a life of thankfulness.   

 As Christians, what do we have to be 

thankful for?  Psalm 100 can help us with 

this question.  Verse 1 and 2: “Make a joyful 

noise to the Lord, all the earth.  Worship the 

Lord with gladness; come into his presence 

with singing.”  We joyfully come into God’s 

presence.  The fact that we worship a living 

God that surrounds us, in which we can feel 

God’s divine presence, is something to be 

thankful for.  Feeling God’s presence 

reassures us that we’re not alone.  That God 

is with us.  1 Thessalonians 5:18 says, “Give 

thanks in all circumstances; for this is the 

will of God in Christ Jesus for you.”  It’s 

hard to be thankful in all circumstances, but 

we can be thankful that we have God’s 

active presence alongside us in all 

circumstances. 

 Verse 3: “Know that the Lord is 

God.  It is he that made us, and we are his; 

we are his people, and the sheep of his 

pasture.”  Another reason to be thankful: 

God made us, and we belong to God.  We 
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can simply be thankful for this life that we 

get to live on this earth, and also to know 

that whatever we encounter, we are God’s 

people.  No one can ever take us away from 

God.  We will never be separated from God. 

 Verse 4: “Enter his gates with 

thanksgiving, and his courts with praise. 

Give thanks to him, bless his name.”  The 

fact that we can enter his gates and his 

courts is a cause for gratitude.  We have the 

freedom to come and worship God, and we 

have the promise of eternal life.  We will 

one day enter heaven’s gates, and we will do 

so with thanksgiving because God keeps his 

promises. 

 Here’s the best part of this Psalm.  

Verse 5: “For the Lord is good; his steadfast 

love endures forever, and his faithfulness 

continues to all generations.”  The Lord is 

good.  The God we worship is good.  We all 

know that the world has had some bad 

things happening lately.  The wildfires this 

week, all of the natural disasters in the last 

few months, violence, hate, so much 

political garbage.  But, we can be thankful 

that we have something good despite all of 

that.  We have a God who is good by nature 

and is working within all of that to bring 

about good.  That is something to be 

thankful for.   

 Verse 5 also tells us that we have a 

God who loves us unconditionally.  There is 

nothing we can do to make God stop loving 

us.  That is rare in this world.  Even in the 

best relationships, if one person 

continuously mistreats the other, eventually 

that love will weaken and fail.  But, God 

loves us even when we’re being a jerk.  God 

doesn’t want us to be a jerk, but when we 

are, God still loves us.  God’s steadfast love 

endures forever.  One of the definitions of 

“endures” is “suffer patiently.”  I thought 

                                                 
1 Steve Harper, Five Marks of a Methodist, 31. 

that was interesting…God’s love patiently 

endures US.  Not many people will suffer 

patiently for us.  Everyone has their limits.  

Except God.  God’s love has no limitations 

– it endures forever for all people.  That is 

certainly something to be thankful for. 

 Thankfulness is our response for all 

that God is and for all the gifts God gives.  

Steve Harper said, “Thanksgiving is the 

evidence that we are staying in love with 

God.”1  John Wesley set aside a time each 

Saturday night to make sure he was living a 

life of gratitude.  I’m not sure how you 

spend your Saturday evenings, but Wesley 

looked back on the week for the God 

moments, the spiritual care God provided 

for him that week, and then made sure he 

thanked God for them.2  He reflected on 

three questions:  

 

1. Have I allotted some time for thanking 

God for the blessings of the past week? 

Have I intentionally set aside time to think 

about the blessings I’ve received and then 

thank God for them?   

 

2. Have I, in order to be the more sensible of 

them, seriously and deliberately considered 

the several circumstances that attended 

them? 

Have I seriously thought about the 

circumstances surrounding the God moment 

or the blessing? 

 

3. Have I considered each of them as an 

obligation to greater love, and consequently, 

to stricter holiness? 

Have the blessings made such a difference 

in my life that I’m moved to love God and 

others?  Do I truly feel thankful to God and 

want to be a better person because of God’s 

love for me? 

2 Steve Harper, 27. 
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 A Methodist gives thanks.  As 

Christians we know we can’t do it alone, so 

we are thankful.  We know that God is 

working alongside us, so we’re thankful.  

We know that our lives were such a struggle 

without acknowledging God’s presence and 

gifts, so we’re thankful for who God is and 

for how God works in our lives.  We’re 

thankful for the unconditional love we 

receive from God.  We’re thankful for the 

joy we experience from being in a loving 

relationship with God. 

 I know it’s not Saturday night, but I 

would like for us to take a moment to reflect 

on what we’re most grateful for.  The ushers 

will pass out pieces of paper, and I 

encourage you to write the one thing you are 

most grateful for.  Use this as a time of 

prayer, that you are thanking God for at least 

this one thing.  When the Praise Band plays, 

write that one thing on the paper, and when 

you feel ready, come up and place it in the 

cornucopia at the altar as an offering of 

thanksgiving.  The cornucopia is a symbol 

of abundance – the horn of plenty.  We 

usually see it with fruit and vegetables 

spilling out of the opening.  Let’s use this 

symbol as the receptacle for our gratitude to 

God today.  Let us fill it with our 

thanksgiving.  Amen.   

 


