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 What a week!  This time last week, 

we had no idea what would happen this 

week.  As the week went along, we got little 

clues from the news, the weather channel, 

and SDG&E communications that we need 

to prepare for a possible power outage due 

to the fire threat.  I read a post on the 

Descanso Neighbors Facebook group that 

said, “The great thing about backcountry 

folks is they are prepared and know how to 

survive without all the modern 

conveniences.  It may be uncomfortable for 

a while, but we make the best of it without 

falling apart.”  That’s why we prepare, 

right?  So, we don’t fall apart when the 

event happens.  If a fire does break out, and 

we have to evacuate, we have our go-bag 

ready.  When we know the power will be 

turned off, we stock up on water, food, and 

wood.  If we don’t prepare, we’re taken off 

guard and go into survival mode.  We aren’t 

really open to what’s going on because 

we’re just trying to survive. 

 Preparation is important.  Even the 

Lord needs people to prepare the way for 

Christ.  As I mentioned last week, God used 

a lot of people in the Nativity story.  God 

didn’t just beam himself down one day and 

leave us to figure it out.  God used many 

prophets – Isaiah, Micah, and Zechariah, 

who foretold the coming of the Messiah.  

God even used unlikely characters like John 

the Baptist. 

 John was Jesus’ cousin who lived in 

the wilderness.  Because of his physical 

description, we get this image that John the 

Baptist was some kind of madman living in 

the desert.   But, John’s time in the desert 

was a training ground for his ministry like it 

was for Jesus who spent forty days in the 

desert before his ministry began.  Early 

Christian monks, known as the Desert 

Fathers, would go to the desert to remove 

themselves from society in order to seek 

God without distractions and to deal with 

their own inner demons.  John was in the 

wilderness to prepare himself for his 

ministry – which was to prepare the way for 

Jesus. 

 John the Baptist didn’t care about his 

appearance or focus his attention on food.  

He lived his life 100% to tell the good news.  

Nothing else mattered.  And, he was very 

loud and unapologetic about spreading the 

gospel story.  He told the religious scholars 

that their religion would not save them.  He 

preached to the people that they needed to 

confess their sins, and then he baptized 

them, which, by the way, was not an 

established practice yet.  John the Baptist 

was very charismatic, and he began to have 

his own followers.  People began to think he 

was the Messiah. 

 But, John was quick to say, “I’m not 

even worthy to untie his sandals” (verse 7).  

Many times we want to get the credit for the 

job we do or be known as the one who got 

the job done right, even in ministry.  But, 

John the Baptist didn’t.  He knew his 

purpose was to prepare the way for the 

Messiah instead of be the Messiah.  

Sometimes we forget that it’s not our job to 

save people.  That’s Jesus’ job.  We are to 

prepare the way for Christ just like John did.   

 God still uses people today to 

prepare the way for Christ.  Take a moment 

and think about who prepared you to meet 

Christ along your journey to faith.  Parents, 

grandparents, Sunday School teachers, 

friends, spouse, perhaps even strangers.  

God places people in our lives to spur us 

along, so that we’ll be ready to receive 

Christ.  If we’re not prepared, we just live in 

survival mode and don’t really understand 

that Christ holds our salvation. 

   We usually need more than one 

person in our lives to prepare us just as God 

used more than one person to prepare for 

Christ’s arrival.  Sometimes, we still meet 

people along our faith journey, long after we 
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first meet Christ, to keep us on the path, to 

inspire us, to remind us of our purpose, so 

that we continue meeting Christ at every 

corner. 

 God works through others to prepare 

us for Christ, and then God uses us.  We 

may not think that we know enough or are 

holy enough, but God has made each of us 

unique, like John the Baptist.  Not to draw 

attention to ourselves, but to draw others to 

Christ.  God delights in choosing unlikely 

people to accomplish God’s purposes.   

 When Kate McClure ran out of gas 

on a dark New Jersey highway last month, 

an unlikely character came to her aid.  She 

was walking to the gas station, but a 

homeless man told her to get back in her car 

and lock the door.  He went, instead, and 

spent his last $20 on gas for her.  She didn’t 

have any cash to repay him at the time.  You 

may have seen this story on the news.  She 

set up a GoFundMe account, thinking she 

would raise a little money for some basic 

essentials for him.  After the news aired the 

story, the fund skyrocketed to $400,000.  He 

was able to buy a house and get off the street 

for good.  To Kate, the homeless man was 

probably an unlikely person to help her, and 

to him, Kate was probably an unlikely 

person who helped turn his life around.   

 We may not find John the Baptist in 

any Christmas pageants or in the Nativity 

scene, but he is right in the middle of the 

story and just as important as the other 

characters.  If not for this camel-hair 

wearing and locust-eating prophet, the 

people would not have been prepared to 

receive Christ.  They would not have 

understood who Jesus is.    

 Advent is a time for us to prepare, so 

we are ready when Christ arrives.  Without 

Advent, without preparing ourselves, we 

miss the opportunity to receive this gift.  

Another Christmas comes and goes, and we 

are left checked out, unaffected, and 

unchanged.   We need this time of 

preparation, to anticipate, to allow ourselves 

to invest in the Lord’s coming, so we can 

receive the greatest gift of the One who 

gives us everything we need and everything 

we desire.  Let us “Prepare the Way for the 

Lord” into our hearts and into the hearts of 

others.  Amen.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


