
  Buried Treasure 

Pastor Kristie Grimaud 

Matthew 25:14-30 

November 19, 2017 

 

1 

 

 God has given us all gifts.  God has 

entrusted us with many talents, whether they 

are in the form of money, skills, or 

resources.  We are called to invest them as 

partners with Christ to keep spreading the 

message of hope and love.   

 In the scripture, the gifts the servants 

receive are enormous.  In this historical 

context, five talents were more than a 

lifetime’s worth of average wages.  Within 

today’s context, some scholars say the 

servants would be multimillionaires, which 

makes sense because God gives 

extravagantly.   

 However, with that much to invest, 

there is a lot at stake.  It’s very risky to 

invest the entire amount that was given 

them.  There is a lot to lose if they don’t 

invest properly.  Perhaps this is why the 

third servant did not accept the challenge to 

invest.  It was too risky for this servant to 

act.  Instead, the third servant buried the 

treasure.  What causes us to bury our 

treasure?  

 The scripture gives us some ideas.  

Fear.  The servant says plainly, “I was 

afraid.”  Perhaps the servant was afraid of 

failure or not measuring up.  This servant 

only received one talent while the others 

received five and two.  We often compare 

our talents with others.  When we see how 

talented others are, we think there is no way 

I can give anything half as good as they can.  

So, we bury our talents within ourselves.  

We keep them to ourselves.   

 But, fear is lacking faith.  We don’t 

have faith in ourselves, and we don’t have 

faith that Christ is working with us.  

Sometimes we may think that our faith is 

like a safety net.  The world is hurtful and 

painful, but our faith makes us feel safe and 

comforted.  God gives us hope, and we cling 

to that with white knuckles sometimes.  We 

know how valuable it is, so we guard it and 

protect it.  We keep it to ourselves because if 

we put it out there, we fear that we may lose 

it.  Using our talents and having faith are 

risky ventures.    

 The scripture also hints that there are 

other causes for us to bury our talents – our 

selfishness and laziness.  Often, our 

humanness gets in the way.  The third 

servant said, “Master, I knew that you were 

a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, 

and gathering where you did not scatter 

seed” (verse 25).  If we reap what we sow, 

that means that we get what we put in.  We 

receive from our investment.  The third 

servant is telling the Master, you are reaping 

the benefits from my hard work.  Perhaps 

today, the servant may say, “What’s in it for 

me?  What do I get out of this?”  This 

servant’s self-centeredness gets in the way 

of investing the gift from the Master. 

 Or, the servant was just being lazy, 

as the Master points out.  For whatever 

reason, the third servant simply did not use 

the gift the Master gave.  The servant played 

it safe and lived cautiously.  Living a 

faithful life requires commitment, hard 

work, and trust, yet this servant chose not to 

take the risk or invest in anything.  Lovett 

Weems, a pastor and leadership expert in the 

United Methodist Church, said, “We can’t 

become what we need to be by staying the 

same.”  Faithful living is not static. 

 I ask you today: What are you going 

to do with what God has entrusted to you?  

As a church, what are we going to do with 

what God has entrusted to us?  Are we going 

to invest what God has given us or are we 

going to bury it? 

 I have a metaphor that illustrates this 

point.  We have a prayer room, right behind 

that door.  Do you want to see what’s behind 

that door?  (show photo) If a prayer room 

becomes a storage room, we may be burying 

our treasure.  We can apply this to our own 

life. 
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 As you can see from the photo, there 

are Christmas decorations and Palm Leaves 

in there.  Perhaps we have talents and gifts 

that we only use once or twice a year.  We 

keep them packaged up nicely the rest of the 

time, but they are handy to take out and use 

a few times a year.   

 There’s an old drum set.  I’m sure 

it’s valuable and a really good talent that we 

used to use.  We don’t want to get rid of it.  

We are nostalgic for the good old days.  So, 

it sits and takes up space in our lives.  

Sometimes, we have to let things go – no 

matter how valuable they once were – to 

make room for the new gifts that will come 

to us.   

 There’s a corner of odds and ends.  

We don’t know what to do with this stuff, so 

it just sits there taking up space.  An old 

sign, a music stand, a bulletin board, a 

couple of planters with Styrofoam peanuts in 

them, and an old telephone.  Because you 

never know when we might need to use 

these things again, right?  It may seem 

wasteful to throw these things out, but if 

we’re not actively using them, they just 

clutter our lives.   

 There’s also a tower of paper that 

belongs to the preschool.  Sometimes, we 

have others who bring stuff into our lives 

that causes our own lives to be cluttered, and 

it prevents us from using our gifts fully. 

 I don’t know if you can see it, but 

there’s a broom propped in the corner.  We 

already have the tools to use our gifts.  We 

can sweep out all the things that clutter and 

take up space in our lives.  All the things 

that bury our treasure.  We have Christ who 

partners with us.  Our faith and trust in 

Christ help us to invest ourselves the way 

God is calling us.  We make the 

commitment to use the talents we’ve been 

given because we know it’s worth the risk.    

 I ask you again: What are you going 

to do with what God has entrusted to you?  

And, as a church, what are we going to do 

with what God has entrusted to us?  Are we 

going to keep our treasure buried or are we 

going to take the risk and invest in what our 

Master has entrusted to us? 

 Next Sunday is our Commitment 

Sunday.  We will have the opportunity to 

come down and place our commitment cards 

on the altar as a symbol that we are 

investing ourselves and our church in how 

God is calling us to serve.  This week, I 

encourage you to prayerfully consider your 

commitment of how you will use your gifts, 

skills, and resources to spread the message 

of hope and love. 

 

Please prayer with me: 

 

Gracious God, we don’t always know what 

you are calling us to do.  We are often 

fearful to commit to the time it will take or 

the sacrifice we may need to make in order 

to answer your call.  Forgive us when our 

humanness gets in the way of what you have 

in store for us.  Help us to hear your voice 

clearly this week.  Speak over all the other 

voices that demand our attention, so we can 

heed your call.  In our personal lives and in 

our church, guide us and show us where you 

want us to invest, where you want us to 

serve.  We no longer want to bury our 

treasure that you so generously have given 

us.  We pray, in the name of the One you 

have given us, forever and always, Amen.        

 


