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 One of our favorite family traditions 

is to ride around and look at Christmas 

lights.  In Coronado, there’s a street that 

changes its name to Candy Cane Lane, and 

every house on the street is decorated to a 

particular Christmas theme.  One house has 

a gingerbread house in the yard, another has 

bells, and another Santa and reindeer.  As 

we drove slowly down this street, each 

display caused more excitement.  When 

Cameron was about three or four, he looked 

out the car window and saw a nativity scene.  

His eyes lit up, and said, “Look!  There’s 

Mary, Baby Jesus, and the Other Guy!”   

 Poor Joseph, the other guy.  He 

rarely gets the recognition he deserves.  He 

is the true unsung hero in the nativity story.  

There really isn’t much that’s mentioned 

about him in the entire Bible, but what we 

do know shows us how God uses all people 

for God’s redemption story. 

 Joseph and Mary were engaged 

before Mary becomes pregnant with Jesus.  

Jewish marriages were arranged during this 

time, and the first part of the marriage is the 

betrothal.  Even though the woman still lives 

with her father during this time, the couple 

is still considered legally married.  After 

Mary tells Joseph that she is pregnant by the 

Holy Spirit, he doesn’t believe her.  He has 

to be a good guy for Mary’s father to choose 

him in the first place, but this was just too 

hard to believe.  Yet, his character shines 

through as he makes plans to divorce her 

quietly.  If he publicly disgraced her, no one 

would have married her, and she could have 

been stoned to death, a penalty common for 

adultery.  Even before the angel visited him 

in a dream to confirm Mary is telling the 

truth, he was kind to Mary. 

 After the angel told Joseph to keep 

his commitment to Mary, he obeys.  There 

was no ego involved or hurt feelings.  These 

were not the circumstances he agreed to.  He 

didn’t know Mary would give birth to a 

baby that was not his own.  He didn’t know 

that he would be asked to be the stepfather 

of the Son of God.  Step-parenting is hard 

enough to always have the father or mother 

overshadowing your parenting decisions, but 

can you imagine what it was like to parent 

God’s son?  Joseph got a lot of help from 

God, as we all do, but he did a pretty 

fantastic job. 

 We can see this in the scripture for 

today.   According to Jewish Law, there were 

three rites that were required by every 

Jewish parent that had given birth to a 

firstborn son: circumcision on the eighth day 

after his birth, naming him during this ritual, 

and presenting the child to the Lord.  In 

addition, there were two ordinances required 

as part of the presentation of the child.  First, 

the mother needed to go through 

purification.  She was considered unclean 

after childbirth, so she had to offer a burnt 

offering to be purified.  Secondly, she 

needed to offer a sin offering.  It was 

believed that being unclean separated people 

from God, so a sin offering and burnt 

offering were required for atonement.  

Usually, as the law explains in Leviticus, the 

offering should be a lamb, but if the person 

cannot afford a lamb, then two turtledoves 

or young pigeons were acceptable.  Scholars 

love this little detail because it suggests that 

Mary and Joseph were not wealthy people.   

What does all of this have to do with 

Joseph?  Joseph was a devout Jew.  He was 

just an ordinary tradesman, struggling to 

provide for his new family, but he was 

committed to living faithfully and passing 

on his faith to his new child. 

 Joseph was also a protector for his 

family.  You have to wonder if Joseph was 

ever afraid to go to sleep.  An angel 

appeared to him in a dream four times.  Each 

time, the angel told him to do something 

else.  He was told to keep his marriage with 

Mary, he was told to flee to Egypt with 
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Mary and the baby, he was told not to be 

afraid, and then he was told when it was safe 

to return.  God used Joseph to protect Mary 

and Jesus from public shame, from the risky 

road trips, and ultimately from death from 

King Herod’s threat.  The most amazing 

thing is that Joseph just obeyed.  He 

could’ve talked himself out of it by saying it 

was just a crazy dream, or he could’ve 

renegotiated a different location.  He 

probably thought, “Do we really have to go 

all the way to Egypt?  Joseph just obeyed 

and allowed God to use him the best way 

God saw fit. 

 Joseph doesn’t often get the 

accolades he deserves in his role in the 

nativity story.  However, the last two verses 

in today’s scripture shows the true character 

of Joseph.  Verse 39 says, “When they had 

finished everything required by the law of 

the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their 

own town of Nazareth.”  Joseph made sure 

his family remained committed in their faith, 

he protected his family during this crazy 

adventure, and he got them home safely.  As 

the leader in this family, Joseph was a good 

role model for Jesus.   

 All of Jesus’ childhood was summed 

up in verse 40: “The child grew and became 

strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of 

God was upon him.”  I always have trouble 

with this part of Jesus’ life.  Scripture tells 

us his birth story, but then we don’t get any 

of the details about his childhood.  We get 

one story when a twelve-year-old Jesus gets 

separated from his parents at the Passover 

Festival.  As a mother of boys, I want to 

know if Jesus gave his parents trouble.  We 

know he was quite the rebel as an adult, so 

my inquiring mind would love to know what 

Jesus was like as a boy.  What we do know 

is that he grew and became strong and wise.  

Yes, he had God’s favor, but he also had a 

great father figure in his life.  Joseph raised 

him in a religious home, taught him the 

scriptures, and how to live faithfully.  

Joseph was a good husband, provider, 

protector, and role model.  Joseph was okay 

with being behind the scenes and known as 

“the other guy.”  He knew it wasn’t about 

him.  That’s why he simply obeyed.           

 Joseph probably did not think he had 

the qualifications to be the stepfather of the 

Son of God.  The circumstances he found 

himself in were not exactly what he signed 

up for in the beginning.  But, Joseph listened 

to God’s call and obeyed.  That’s all that 

God is still looking for today.  Ordinary, 

faithful people who simply obey when God 

calls.   

 

Gracious and Loving God, 

We don’t often know what you are calling 

us to do, and we often don’t pay attention to 

your nudges and whispers in our dreams.  

We explain them away and continue to feel 

lost.  We often are not content, like Joseph, 

to remain in the background.  We don’t want 

to be known as “the other guy.”  We want 

our name known, and we speak it loud.  Yet, 

we know deep down, it’s not about us.  It’s 

about You.  Forgive us when we call too 

much attention to ourselves than to You.  

Teach us to be content with what You have 

called us for and for what You have given.  

Help us to simply obey.  We thank you for 

giving us the best Christmas gift we could 

receive.  As we begin a new year, fill us 

with hope and love that 2018 will be the 

year that we finally heed your call.  That it’s 

the year we count as blessed because we 

finally get in right relationship with You.  

We pray these things in your Son’s name, 

who brings us hope and love, Amen. 


