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 We’re going to take it “old school” 

for a few Sundays.  “Old School,” meaning 

“Old Testament.”  When I read the lections 

about Samuel and Jonah, and saw how God 

was calling them, I got all warm and fuzzy 

inside.  I love these old stories that show that 

God was doing a new thing in their lives.  

We make connections with these old stories 

to show that God is still calling people.  God 

is still doing new things in people’s lives.   

God is still at work redeeming the world.  

That message makes me feel tingly and 

uplifted and hopeful.  The song that has 

been stuck on repeat in my mind all week is 

“Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord?  I have heard 

you calling in the night.”1  I love this song!  

This is what Samuel said to God when God 

called him during the night: “Here I am, I’m 

listening” (v. 10).  

 That was the message I wanted to 

bring this morning.  It makes us feel good 

and inspired, but it’s not the message that 

God wants us to hear this morning.  Well, I 

don’t know.  Maybe it is.  Maybe that is the 

message God has for you this morning.  But, 

God would not leave me alone this week.  I 

was even up in the middle of the night 

working through this.  And, when the Holy 

Spirit does this to me, it usually means that 

there’s a deeper message to be delivered.  

 Yes, God is still calling us.  God is 

still doing a new thing in our lives.  God is 

still at work redeeming the world.  But, what 

happens, when God tells us something we 

don’t want to hear?  We can say or sing, 

“Here I Am, Lord, I’m listening,” but do we 

continue listening when we hear something 

we don’t want to hear?  What do we do 

when God tells us something we don’t want 

to hear? 

 When I read this scripture, it was like 

a movie, a cliff-hanger.  I was pulled in to 

the story, and I wanted to know what God 

                                                 
1 Hymn #593 

said to Samuel.  In this part of the passage, 

we’re told that Samuel didn’t know it was 

God calling.  He had never experienced God 

personally before, so how could he know it 

was God?  Many of us have experienced 

God personally, and we still don’t recognize 

God’s voice.  We do exactly what Samuel 

did – run to the wrong person.  He ran to Eli 

and said, “Here I am, you called?”  But, Eli 

said, “I didn’t call you.”  We often 

misunderstand God’s voice to be someone 

else’s.  We often go to someone else first 

before we go to God. 

 Eli told Samuel, “Go back to 

sleep…” The metaphors are just too good in 

this story.  “Go back to sleep, and when God 

calls again, say, ‘Here I Am, your servant is 

listening.’”  Eli has experienced God 

personally, so he recognizes that it is God 

calling.  Samuel follows his mentor’s 

instructions, but we’re left hanging.  I 

wanted to know: What did God say to 

Samuel?   

 There was so much leading up to 

this.  God called three times, so it must be 

really important.  Of course, in my own 

experience, when God calls, when God puts 

a calling on your life, God will not leave you 

alone.  God gets ahold of your heart and 

won’t let go.  God is relentless, almost 

nagging, until you say, “Here I Am, Lord, 

I’m listening.”  Often, we think, this is the 

hard part.  We think the pausing and 

surrendering to listen is the hard part.  But, 

we haven’t gotten to the hard part yet.   

 The hard part is often what God 

tells us.  Here is what God told Samuel: 

“11-14 GOD said to Samuel, “Listen 

carefully. I’m getting ready to do 

something in Israel that is going to shake 

everyone up and get their attention. The 

time has come for me to bring down on 

Eli’s family everything I warned him of, 

https://genius.com/Dan-schutte-here-i-am-lord-lyrics#note-13428944
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every last word of it. I’m letting him 

know that the time’s up. I’m bringing 

judgment on his family for good. He 

knew what was going on, that his sons 

were desecrating God’s name and God’s 

place, and he did nothing to stop them. 

This is my sentence on the family of Eli: 

The evil of Eli’s family can never be 

wiped out by sacrifice or offering.”2 

What?!  The very first time that God speaks 

to Samuel and Samuel listens, he learns that 

God is going to wipe out Eli’s family, his 

mentor’s family.  That’s his first experience 

of divine revelation.  I’m sorry, but am I the 

only one who thinks this is mind-blowing?  I 

don’t think so.  I think there are some folks 

here who know exactly what I’m talking 

about.  We love to think of God as loving 

and merciful, and remember the warm and 

fuzzy feelings from experiencing the Holy 

Spirit.  But, let’s get real.  God gets in our 

chili sometimes.  God is loving and 

merciful, but when we really need it, God 

tells us something we may not want to hear.  

God may have something bigger for us than 

what we’re currently doing.  God wants to 

do a new thing in our lives, and that may 

mean that we need to do more than just 

listen.   

 Has anyone here, besides me and 

Samuel, have God tell you something you 

didn’t want to hear?  What do we do with 

that?  We do exactly what Samuel did.  We 

lay in bed all night thinking about it.  We get 

up early in the morning and go about our 

normal daily activities, pretending we didn’t 

hear it and hoping it would go away.  We 

dread dealing with what God told us. 

 Samuel listened to God, and God 

gave Samuel hard news to tell.  Even though 

he was afraid to tell Eli, (and sad and 

shocked, I’m sure,) Samuel warned Eli that 

his time was coming to an end.  Samuel did 

                                                 
2 The Message translation. 

more than listen to God when God spoke.  

When it got really hard, he continued to 

listen.  Even when Samuel did not like what 

God told him, he didn’t keep it to himself.  

He shared his divine revelation to the one 

person who needed to hear it.  He had the 

courage to share it.  Listening is the first 

step, but it’s not the hard step.  The hard step 

is continuing to listen when we hear 

something we don’t want to hear and acting 

on what we hear – no matter how hard it 

seems to carry out.  I hope that you will do 

more than listen to the message God has for 

you today.    

 

Gracious God, loving and merciful God, 

You are still calling our names.  You are still 

speaking to us today.  Sometimes You tell 

us things we don’t want to hear.  We ignore 

them and go about our daily lives.  But, You 

still call.  Help us, Lord, to listen, but also to 

act.  Give us the courage to speak up when 

You have given us the words.  Equip us to 

act on what you call us to do.  No matter 

how impossible it seems.  With humble 

hearts, we pray these things in Jesus’s name, 

Amen.   

 

 

  

    


