
  More Than Obeying 

Pastor Kristie Grimaud 

Jonah 3:1-5; 10 

January 21, 2018 

 

1 

 

 Last week, we talked about what to 

do when God tells us something we don’t 

want to hear.  Today, we’re going to talk 

about what to do when God tells us to go 

somewhere we don’t want to go or to do 

something we don’t want to do.  God told 

Jonah to go to Ninevah, a place where Jonah 

did not want to go, to warn the Assyrians 

that they would be overthrown, a message 

Jonah did not want to deliver.   

 Why does God ask us to do 

something we don’t want to do or to go 

where we don’t want to go?  And, why is 

God persistent with us when we fail Him?  

Jonah ran as far away from Ninevah as he 

could.  His disobedience caused chaos all 

around him that he was oblivious too at first 

until the others pressed him to confess his 

wrong doing.  Jonah is drowning in the 

consequences of his actions, but then he is 

swallowed up by God’s mercy.  God saves 

him and gives him a second chance.  Why 

does God keep pursuing Jonah?  Yes, God is 

a compassionate and merciful God as we see 

many times in this story, but it has to be 

deeper than that.  Why does God specifically 

ask Jonah to go to Ninevah?  Couldn’t God 

get someone else to deliver the message to 

the Assyrians? 

 Many times, we think that God 

places a calling on our lives in order to help 

others.  We are called to spread the gospel 

message of hope and love because “they” 

need it.  I’ve heard Alan say several times 

that the youth really need good role models 

and a loving, Christian presence in their 

lives, yet he got more out of serving them 

than they did.  This is called reverse 

mission, where we are helped and changed 

by those we are serving.  We think we are 

helping others when we serve, but through 

that process of opening ourselves and giving 

of ourselves, we are actually helping 

ourselves.  Our callings are designed to 

change us much more than to change others.  

God calls us to do certain things in order to 

work in our hearts.    

So, what was going on in Jonah’s 

heart?  Jonah hated the Assyrians.  They 

were Israel’s biggest enemy during this 

time.  He ran from God and Ninevah 

because he did not want them to repent.  

Jonah knew God to be merciful and would 

save them, but he did not think the 

Assyrians were worthy of God’s mercy.  He 

wanted them to be punished for what they 

had done to Jerusalem and his people.  So, 

going to the very city that he wanted 

overthrown to warn them of this defeat was 

not his idea of justice.  Jonah was angry at 

God for even telling him to do this, and 

Jonah was angry at the Assyrians for all they 

had done to the Jews.         

 There was a TV show called 

Iconoclasts that aired on the Sundance 

Channel from 2005 – 2012 that paired two 

“creative visionaries” in different fields to 

discuss life and their creative process.  In 

one-episode, Maya Angelou and Dave 

Chappelle (you can find it on YouTube) talk 

about what it was like for Angelou to be a 

part of the Civil Rights Movement.  She 

referred to Martin Luther King, Jr, as her 

friend, Martin.  Chappelle commented that it 

must have been really hard to live in that 

time when so many were assassinated, an 

entire generation lost by assassinations.  He 

said, that if he had lived through that like 

she did, he would imagine himself to still be 

angry…angry at his country, angry that this 

happened to his friends.  Her reply was so 

good: “If you’re not angry, you’re a stone.  

Or you’re too sick to be angry.  You should 

be angry.  You must not be bitter.  Bitterness 

is like cancer.  It eats upon the host.  It 

doesn’t do anything to the object of its 

displeasure.  So, use that anger.  You write 

it.  You paint it.  You dance it.  You march 

it.  You vote it.  You do everything about it.  

You talk it.  Never stop talking it.”   
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 Because when you talk it, you work 

it out.  You create change for the good.  

When you are bitter, you are stewing and 

nothing good comes from it.  Bitterness just 

eats the person up inside.  Jonah was bitter.  

He never talked about his anger from what 

we see.  He was allowing his anger to turn to 

bitterness, and nothing good was coming out 

of it.   

 We do see that Jonah uses his second 

chance, his do-over.  God asks Jonah a 

second time to go to Ninevah and warn them 

of their fate.  He complies on the outside, 

but he still stubbornly disobeys on the 

inside.  He reluctantly goes to Ninevah and 

half-heartedly proclaimed the message God 

gave him: “Just forty days more and 

Nineveh will be overthrown!” (v.4).  

 There was no “turn or burn” speech, no 

“Repent and God will save you” promise; in 

fact, there was no mention of God, period.  

But, God still used Jonah’s words to change 

people’s hearts.  It’s not about what we say 

to proclaim the good news because our 

words aren’t what changes people’s hearts.  

God changes people’s hearts.  God still uses 

us when we are reluctant, and when our 

hearts just aren’t in it. 

 I saw a sign spinner near our house 

this week for Liberty Tax.  I’ve seen 

different sign holders on this corner for 

several months.  Some just stand there 

holding a sign.  Some move it around a little 

bit, enough to catch your eye but you don’t 

give it a second thought.  On this day, I saw 

a young girl in a turquoise sequined gown 

wearing a gold crown, resembling the Statue 

of Liberty.  She was smiling and dancing 

and waving and spinning the sign so 

passionately that everyone couldn’t help but 

see her when they passed by.  She was 

passionate about it.  Her heart was in it.  She 

was doing her job, what she was asked to 

do, with a joyful heart.   

 Jonah was a sign holder, not a sign 

spinner.  He obeyed, but his heart really 

wasn’t in it.  He didn’t want to do what God 

asked him to do, but he knew he couldn’t 

keep running from God.  It didn’t work the 

last time he tried it.  Yes, God wants us to 

obey, but God really wants us to do more 

than obey.  He wants our hearts to be 

transformed during our calling.  God calls us 

to do things we don’t want to do or to go 

places we don’t want to go because we need 

to.  There’s something God wants us to 

work out.  God wants to work in our hearts 

to remove what’s holding us back.  

 So, what do we do when God calls 

us to go somewhere we don’t want to go or 

do something we don’t want to do?  We 

spend time in prayer and reflection.  We 

need to figure out why we don’t want to do 

this thing.  Are we just being selfish or lazy 

or is God trying to get us to work through 

some deep wounds?  Ask God what he is 

trying to root out of you.  What is it that God 

wants you to work on?  Faith.  Trust.  To be 

more loving and forgiving?   

 Jonah had anger issues.  God called 

him to a specific place to do a specific task 

in hopes to rid him of his anger, to be more 

loving and forgiving of his enemy.  Perhaps 

we have our own anger or prejudice that 

God wants us to let go of.  Perhaps God 

wants to show us that for our good, we need 

to talk out the anger, so that it doesn’t turn 

into bitterness.  Perhaps God wants us to be 

a sign spinner, not just a sign holder.  God is 

always working in our hearts and wants us 

to whole-heartedly reflect God’s love and 

mercy. 

 

 


