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 We began a new lectionary cycle at 

the start of Advent and reading lections from 

Mark this year.  One thing you may notice 

about Mark is that he is a “headlines” writer.  

Some of you may appreciate that he gets 

straight to the point and reports what 

happened.  Andy is a “headlines” guy.  I’m 

more of a storyteller, but when we are short 

on time, he’ll tell me, “Just give me the 

headlines.”  Matthew and Luke often 

elaborate on some of the events that Mark 

reports, and John gives a more symbolic 

perspective.  So, during this B cycle of the 

lectionary, we will often get readings from 

other parts of the Bible to assist with Mark’s 

to-the-point storytelling.   

 And, you may notice that Mark does 

not begin with the birth of Christ.  He begins 

with the Baptism of Jesus.  Didn’t our lives 

truly start after our baptism?  Whether you 

were baptized as an infant, teen, or adult, the 

moment we recognize that we cannot live 

this life alone, that we need Christ to wash 

away our sins and to walk with us along our 

journey, the life God wills for us truly 

begins.  The tiny baby doesn’t recognize all 

of this, but the parents of the child do and 

take the vows on the child’s behalf.   

 The Baptism of Jesus is a wonderous 

theological concept.  We understand that the 

water symbolizes that our sins are washed 

away, and we begin life as a new creation.  

If Jesus was baptized, does that mean that he 

sinned?  Does He need to be a new creation?  

We just celebrated Advent and the birth of 

Christ in which God did a new thing by 

coming to earth in human form.  What does 

this baptism mean for Jesus? 

 First of all, the Sacrament of 

Baptism as we know it had not been 

established yet.  The fact that Jesus was 

baptized is why it is considered a sacrament.  

When Jesus made his way to the Jordan and 

                                                 
1 Karl Barth, Church Dogmatics, IV.4. 

saw that baptism was part of John’s 

ministry, he humbled himself to participate 

alongside the others.  This act of humility is 

an example for us to follow.  However, Karl 

Barth, who is often considered the greatest 

Protestant theologian of the twentieth 

century, viewed the baptism a different way:  

“Jesus was not being theatrical.  When Jesus 

was baptized, he needed to be washed of sin 

– not his sin, but our sin.”1   

 After Jesus was baptized, we see and 

hear the proud Father who says, “You are 

my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well 

pleased” (verse 11).  God claims Jesus as his 

own just as God claims us at our baptism.  

At that moment, we are adopted as God’s 

children, and this pleases God. 

 As we begin this new year, we can 

look at all the potential the year has.  There 

are many ways we can serve God this year.  

New and innovative ways that we can show 

God’s grace to those who desperately need 

it.  We can allow God to use us through so 

many different ways.  David Cassidy, actor 

and singer, passed away in November, and I 

heard on the radio that his daughter shared 

his last words before he died: “Too much 

wasted time.”  I thought about what was 

reported as John Wesley’s last words: “The 

best of all is, God is with us.”  We have a 

choice for this year.  Do we want to have a 

year where we waste too much time, or do 

we want to recognize that God is with us?   

 Whatever the year holds for me, I 

want to recognize that God is with me, and 

that makes it the best of all.  I want to reach 

the end of 2018 and have God say, “You are 

my daughter, with you I am well pleased.”  

What kind of year do you want to have?  

 

This is not how the sermon ended.  My 

computer glitched this week, and I don’t 

have a updated copy of the sermon I actually 
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delivered on my computer.  You can find an 

updated copy in the Narthex in the church 

for the next month, or you can watch the 

sermon video. 

    


