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 A few years ago, the boys were in 

Sunday School, and the teacher asked, 

“Does anyone know what a Prophet is?”  

Logan raised his hand energetically and 

when called on, he said, “It’s when you 

make money.”  They were talking about a 

different kind of prophet, of course.     

 A Prophet is someone who connects 

a person to God.  A Prophet is a bridge that 

arches over a valley of separation between a 

person and God.  Protestants believe that we 

don’t need a “middle man” to connect us to 

God, and we can go straight to God on our 

own behalf.  But, sometimes, there are 

things that get in the way between us and 

God, so we need someone to help pull us 

back together.  God uses people, modern-

day prophets, to help us hear the messages 

God has for us.   

 In the Old Testament, God used 

many Prophets to speak through.  We just 

learned about Samuel and Jonah, who were 

prophets.  God chose them to deliver 

messages to others.  The Bible, Old and 

New Testament, is full of stories from 

Prophets.  The most well-known Prophets 

are in the Old Testament – Isaiah, Jeremiah, 

and Moses – yet Paul and the Apostles were 

Prophets as well.   

 The passage today is talking about 

Moses.  He is getting older and feels it’s 

time for him to retire.  He prepares the 

people for his departure and assures them 

that God will “raise up a prophet for you.  

God will raise him up from among your 

kinsmen, a prophet like me” (v.15)1  This is 

a prophesy referring to Christ, the ultimate 

Prophet, but it also hints how God calls 

people to be prophets.  God calls people 

from “your people” because there’s a trusted 

relationship.  God used Samuel to deliver 

Eli’s message because there was a 

relationship of trust between the two.  Eli 

                                                 
1 The Message translation. 

would be open to hear the message.  If a 

stranger gave us a message from God, we 

might think that person is crazy, or we might 

be thrown off how the message is delivered.  

We may not be in the right state of mind to 

actually hear it. 

 God also uses the people around us 

as prophets to affirm the nudges that we may 

be sensing from God.  Moses was feeling it 

was time to move on, and verse 16 tells us 

that the people said they had had enough of 

Moses.  They were ready for a new voice.  

Moses was pretty harsh, but he needed to be 

at the time to get the people where they 

needed to be.  I think about bosses that I’ve 

had in the past when they kept riding me and 

demanding more and more from me.  After a 

while, I’m like, I need a vacation.  I need a 

break from this.  Or, I need a new job.  It’s 

time to move on.   God uses many people 

around us to nudge us and move us to where 

God wants us to be.  God affirmed Moses’ 

feelings by using the people to deliver the 

same message. 

 Have you ever been in a 

conversation with someone, and that person 

says something you needed to hear at that 

moment?  Or, perhaps you feel the preacher 

is preaching directly to you?  You feel bad 

for everyone else there because you knew 

the sermon was just for you.  Verse 18 tells 

us that God tells people “what to say and 

will pass on to them” the message God 

wants delivered.  We see this in the 

scripture, and we continue to see this today.   

 Many times, these modern-day 

prophets don’t realize what they are saying 

is a message from God.  People often ask 

how I choose sermon topics, so I thought I’d 

share my process.  When I prepare for a 

sermon, I begin on Monday morning.  I 

spend time in prayer and ask God what is 

the message to deliver this week.  I open 
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myself to what God places in front of me 

throughout the week to affirm the message 

I’m sensing after studying and meditating on 

the scripture.  When I sit down at the 

computer, my fingers just type and it flows 

without me thinking about it too much.  But, 

I never know who the message is for.  I 

never know how each of you will interpret 

the message, and many times each of you 

interpret it differently. You listen through 

your own filters specific to your life 

circumstances.  What you bring in here, in 

this sacred space, affects what you hear.  

But, that shows how amazing God is.  God 

can use the same message, but tailor it to our 

specific needs.     

 When do we know if the words we 

receive are from God?  Scripture tells us that 

there will be false prophets who speak “in 

the names of other gods” or “who presumes 

to speak a word in the Lord’s name that God 

has not commanded” (v. 20).  We may first 

think of Jim Jones and David Koresh, who 

were certainly false prophets, but there are 

people who speak words to us that God has 

not given us.  Think of the people who give 

advice that goes against God’s 

commandments, that their words are solely 

about their own experience, or the preachers 

who preach long sermons because they love 

the sound of their voice.  We, then, enter 

into a time of discernment.  As this passage 

tells us, we may just need to wait it out to 

see if it comes to pass, to see if it’s true.  Or, 

if you tend to get the same message from 

different sources, God may be sending an 

affirmation that way. 

 The last couple of weeks we looked 

at how God called Samuel to deliver a 

message to Eli, and how God called Jonah to 

deliver a message to the Ninevites.  God 

called Moses to lead the Israelites and to 

deliver the ten commandments, and as seen 

in this scripture, God promises to call 

another prophet to carry on his work.  God 

spoke to these Old Testament prophets, and 

God is still speaking to us today.  God is 

always reaching out to us and seeking to 

draw us near.  Sometimes there is something 

that blocks that communication and prevents 

us from hearing God’s message.  Sometimes 

God tells us what we don’t want to hear, or 

tells us to go or do something we don’t want 

to do, so we shutdown.  Sometimes we only 

hear what we want to hear, but then we’re 

confused because the true message gets 

muddled or lost in transmission.  

Sometimes, it’s just plain old sin that 

separates us from hearing God.  We must 

confess those sins to be reconciled and 

restored to a right relationship through 

Christ.   

 God used prophets to speak through 

in ancient times and continues to speak 

through people today.  The modern-day 

prophets’ names may not appear in sacred 

scripture, but the role to deliver a prophetic 

word from God is just as important.  God 

places people in our lives to speak truth and 

to nudge us along our faith journeys.  God 

uses these Prophets as mouthpieces that 

point us to the divine.  Pay attention to the 

people around you and listen with a 

discerning ear, to what God is speaking to 

you. Let us pray: 

 Loving God, speaker of truth, your 

Word is the power that makes us whole.  We 

were once broken, yet by your power and 

love, you have reconciled us to yourself.   

Continue to teach us now as you taught in 

the synagogue.  We seek to hear when you 

speak, and help us to understand your call.  

Help us to discern your Word from the false 

words of the world.  Affirm what we already 

know in our hearts as truth.  Thank you for 

placing people in our lives to continue 

speaking your truth.  Help us to hear the 

messages you have for us.  Remove our 

filters that block your Truth.  We pray these 

things in the name of your Son, Amen.    


