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 Call to mind your spiritual heroes.  

Your “go-to” people when you have 

spiritual questions.  Maybe you were 

searching for answers about a particular 

situation, and you found an author who said 

exactly what you needed to hear at that 

particular time like C.S. Lewis or Henri 

Nouwen.  Or, you follow certain people like 

Pope Francis, Richard Rohr, or even Brene 

Brown because they inspire you and 

encourage you along your faith journey.  

These are the people whom you look up to 

and trust about spiritual matters.  What if 

your spiritual heroes came to you and said, 

“They found the bones of Jesus.  He didn’t 

rise from the dead.  He may not have been 

real.  It’s all a fabrication.  We have found 

him and now we have to give up our faith.”  

What would you do?   

 The core of the Christian faith rests 

on the Resurrection.  If the Resurrection was 

disproved, what would we believe in?  We 

believe in the Resurrection because through 

Christ’s resurrection, we are resurrected.  

Though we die, we also live through Christ.   

When we die to self, God breathes new life 

into us, and we rise with Christ as a new 

creation.  When we believe in Jesus who can 

save us from what entombs us, we receive 

life.  Through the power of the Resurrection, 

we come alive. 

 Ezekiel’s vision begins with a scene 

far from being alive.  The valley of dry 

bones paints a very grim picture at first.  The 

large amount of bones described in this 

passage implies that this was the scene of a 

major catastrophe, probably a battle scene, 

in which the people were denied a proper 

burial, which was a major faux pau in 

Jewish custom.  Ezekiel tells us that these 

bones are “very dry,” so they are “really 

dead” and have been for a “really long 

time.”   

Ezekiel also tells us that these bones 

are symbolic of the house of Israel.  The 

timing of this vision puts the Israelites in 

captivity in Egypt.  Israel as a nation was 

dead.  It had been divided up and the people 

had been dispersed for so long that it 

probably seemed like it was impossible for 

the nation to ever be restored.  As the 

Israelites were in captivity for four hundred 

years, they probably felt as if their bones 

were dried up, their hope was lost, and they 

were completely cut off from God, as 

Ezekiel said in the vision.       

Yet, this vision also shows a 

resurrection.  The bones come together and 

tissue and muscle cover them, and then God 

breathed life into them and they stood on 

their feet; they came alive.    Ezekiel’s 

vision foretold that the nation of Israel 

would be resurrected and restored.  We may 

feel like these unburied skeletons 

sometimes, scattered across the battlefield, 

forgotten about, and no hope for a future.  

Our lives seem dead with no signs of life 

whatsoever.  Even when we find ourselves 

in the valley of dry bones, we should not 

give up hope because of the Resurrection.  

The Lord said, “I’ll dig up your graves and 

bring you out alive.”  With the power of 

God, whose breath gives us life, we can be 

resurrected and live the life God intended 

for us. 

We see another resurrection in our 

Gospel reading.  Lazarus had been dead for 

four days.  Elijah and Elisha were the only 

ones in the Bible before Jesus who had 

raised people from the dead, and they 

brought children back to life who had just 

died.  However, Lazarus was “really dead.”  

He had a proper burial and was put in a 

tomb that was sealed by a stone.  Jewish 

tradition taught that the soul does not fully 

leave the body until after three days, so this 

detail of four days could suggest to us that 

Lazarus was really gone.  There was no 

hope that he was just sleeping.  This small 

detail makes the resurrection of Lazarus all 
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the more miraculous.  Even though he was 

dead, Jesus assured Mary and Martha that 

their brother would rise again.     

Jesus explained to Martha in verse 

25: “I am the resurrection and the life.  

Those who believe in me, even though they 

die, will live, and everyone who lives and 

believes in me will never die.”  He then asks 

Martha a very important question: “Do you 

believe this?”  She responded, “Yes, Lord, I 

believe.”  Jesus went to Lazarus’ tomb, and 

called him out.   

Sometimes we are buried in tombs of 

our own making.  We seal ourselves off 

from God and those in the world who love 

us.  We are bound and weighed down by so 

many doubts, fear, and unbelief.  Our 

spiritual life may have felt dead for so long 

that we’ve lost all hope.  Jesus is calling us 

out of the tomb to a life that we were meant 

to live, one filled with freedom, joy, and 

peace.  Just like Lazarus, we can rise again. 

The details of the Lazarus story are 

reminiscent of Jesus’ burial and resurrection.  

Lazarus and Jesus were both wrapped in 

strips of cloth and placed in a tomb that was 

sealed with a large stone.  Although this is 

traditional Jewish burial custom of this time, 

scholars believe that the resurrection of 

Lazarus is Jesus foreshadowing his own 

resurrection.  And, this was the last miracle 

Jesus performed before his own resurrection, 

as if to say “It is finished.”  The whole point 

of everything, of His ministry here on earth, 

is the Resurrection.  Jesus illustrates the 

promise of life by raising Lazarus from the 

dead and then again through his own 

resurrection.  And, why did Jesus do this?  

To show us that following Him meant 

experiencing our own Resurrection. 

Many people think being a Christian 

means doing what Jesus would do in 

particular situations.  Imitating Christ 

becomes making the right choices and 

having good morals.  Being a good person 

or having good morals is not enough.  If we 

follow Christ because we think it makes us a 

good person, we are still weighed down by 

stress and the world’s problems, and we 

miss out on the power of the resurrection.  If 

we’re focused on doing the right thing, we 

rely on our own power and strength to solve 

problems.  But, we can never get ourselves 

out of the tomb.   

In Jewish burial custom of this time, 

sometimes a disc-shaped or cork-screw 

shaped stone was used to seal the entrance 

of the tomb.  The disc-shaped stone could be 

rolled, and the cork-screw shaped stone fit 

into the opening of the cave, so it would 

have to be removed with greater difficulty.  

Either way, the stone could not be removed 

from within.  Someone had to remove the 

stone away from the outside of the tomb.  

We need the strength and power of Christ to 

free us from what entombs us.  We can’t do 

it ourselves.  Christ’s resurrection gives us 

hope for our own resurrection and the power 

to come alive to live the life God intended 

for us.  

So, what would you do, if they found 

the bones of Jesus?  Would it shake your 

faith to the core?  It would mine.  Jesus said 

in John 14:19: “Because I live, you will live 

too,” and my faith clings to that verse.  The 

whole Christian faith rests on the 

Resurrection because the Resurrection has 

the power to transform us, to transform our 

sorrow into joy and hope, and our fear into 

peace and courage.   God designed us to rise 

again, to be Easter people all year long.  

Through Christ, we come alive.   
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Risen Lord, be our resurrection and life. 

Be the resurrection and the life for us and all 

whom you have made. 

 

Be the resurrection and the life for those 

caught in the grip of sin and addiction. 

 

Be the resurrection and the life for those 

who feel forsaken. 

 

Be the resurrection and the life for those 

who live as if you do not. 

 

Be the resurrection and the life for those 

who do not believe they need resurrection 

and life. 

 

Be the resurrection and the life in churches 

that believe they are dying, and in successful 

churches who don't know they are dead.   

 

Be the resurrection and the life in us who 

know the good but fail to do it, who have 

not been judged but still judge, who know 

love but still live for self, who know hope 

but succumb to despair. 

 

Be the resurrection and the life for those 

dying of malnutrition and hunger. 

 

Be the resurrection and life for those 

imprisoned unjustly and those imprisoned 

justly. 

 

Be the resurrection and life for those who 

live under regimes that seek to crush all who 

proclaim resurrection and life. 

 

Be the resurrection and the life for those in 

the throes of sickness that leads to death. 

                                                 
1 http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2011/aprilweb-

only/resurrectionprayer.html 

Be the resurrection and the life in families 

where the weak are maltreated by the strong 

and in marriages that are disintegrating. 

 

Be the resurrection and the life for women 

and children trafficked and enslaved by the 

forces of wickedness. 

 

Be the resurrection and the life for those 

whose lives ended in the womb. 

 

Be the resurrection and the life for anyone 

anywhere who knows suffering and death in 

any form, and for Creation itself, which 

groans in travail. 

 

Be the resurrection and the life in the life we 

share and the fellowship we enjoy, that filled 

anew with the wonder of your love and the 

power of your grace.   

 

May we go forth to proclaim your 

resurrection to a world in the grip of death 

and yet on the verge of redemption, a 

redemption promised by you and assured by 

what occurred on the first Easter morn.1  

Amen. 

 

 


