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 We’ve experienced an array of 

emotions this morning.  We began with 

celebrating Jesus as he rode into Jerusalem 

on a colt.  We waved palm branches and 

sang hosanna.  We joined with the crowd 

who welcomed him that day.  However, 

within a matter of days, the Jewish Council 

sways the crowd to turn on him.  The crowd 

who once celebrated him demanded his 

crucifixion.  Along with the soldiers, they 

mocked him on the way to the cross.   

 There were a few who took a stand.  

A person, who remains nameless, offered a 

drink to a thirsty, dying Jesus before he took 

his last breath.  The Roman soldier, who 

witnessed all of this, proclaimed that Jesus 

has to be the Son of God.  The women who 

watched from a distance never left his side.  

Joseph of Arimathea, a member of the 

Jewish council, took the body of Jesus and 

buried him in his private, family tomb.  

These are the people who had the courage to 

stand against the crowd.  They followed 

Christ’s example. 

 Jesus’ ride into Jerusalem on the 

back of a colt was not considered a fun 

parade with children singing and waving 

palm branches like we saw this morning.  

This was a bold and politically-explosive act 

in Jesus’ ministry.  There was a growing 

division between the political parties who 

held power, similar to our present political 

world.  His intention was to take a stand 

against the warring parties, to redefine 

political power.  He did not ride in as a 

military hero, but as one of the poor, the 

least of these, the vulnerable.  He took a 

stand and joined with the poor in their walk, 

no matter where the road leads. 

 We just heard that the road leads to 

his death.  But, instead of fighting violence 

with violence, he chooses an act that 

represents peace and humility.  Jesus goes 

willingly when arrested and endures every 

lash from the flogger’s whip.  On the cross, 

he refuses the first offer of wine, that could 

ease his pain, but accepts the second offer 

that prolongs his pain.  Jesus takes no 

shortcuts on the way to our redemption. 

 Jesus’ passion teaches us what love 

looks like.  He took a stand to show the 

world that there’s a better way to live.  That 

there is a love stronger than death.  That 

there is a love that withstands the forces of 

evil.  Jesus took a stand for us.  He loves us, 

and we are that important to him.   

 Jesus shows us that loving others is a 

physical act.  As disciples of Jesus Christ we 

must embrace Jesus’ call to love through 

physical actions.  We must take a stand to 

show that we transform this world through 

love.  We can’t refuse. We can’t deny. We 

can’t close our eyes or look away. We can’t 

back off out of fear.  We love.  We take a 

stand, just like Jesus did for us.  

 I have seen people taking a stand 

lately.  A Lutheran Church in La Mesa hung 

a banner that says, “Immigrants and 

Refugees Welcome.”  Teenagers speak out 

against violence in their schools.  Women 

courageously break their silence to say, 

#MeToo.  This church gave over $300.00 to 

UMCOR recently to alleviate human 

suffering caused by disasters.  These are 

physical ways to show love.  How can you 

show your love this week?         

 Holy Week begins today -- Now.  

The Passion is uncomfortable, painful, to 

hear and experience.  We may be tempted to 

sidestep the pain and go from Palm Sunday 

to Easter Sunday without much thought.  If 

we do that, we miss out on the love and the 

true miracle of Easter.  This week, we walk 

with Christ to the cross.  We allow parts of 

ourselves die, so we can live.  We take a 

stand with Christ to show the world that love 

is a better way.  We join with Christ to 

experience a love that conquers death. 

 Please stand in body or spirit and 

join me in the Response to the Proclamation. 


