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“Love Is Like This” 

 

Jesus hears the news, silent, 

and stands by the window. 

He feels the urge rise in him, 

the wave of entitlement. 

He remembers the desert, 

the lure of magical powers, 

the world in his hands, 

the longing to be able to fall without hurt. 

He feels the hunger to be exempt 

from sorrow, from powerlessness,  

from death. 

Which is to be exempt from life. 

He would not choose that, 

for himself or his beloved. 

 

Only in the deepest love does he release his 

friend from his own desires, 

into the fragile craft that is life. 

Love is like this, and worse: 

the surrender, the pain, the hands pierced 

and empty. 

He sits, for two days. 

He enters the tomb 

of his own broken heart. 

 

And on the third day he rises.1 

 

 Jesus “enters the tomb of his own 

broken heart.”  Stony hearts are tombs 

where we bury our brokenness, deep 

wounds, fear and doubt.  There are so many 

things buried there: things we can’t bring 

ourselves to confront, things we have gone 

through that almost killed us, parts of 

ourselves we think will never change.  All 

the things buried in the tombs of our hearts 

are sealed by a large stone. 

 The stones seal away the buried hurt 

and pain, but they also block any new life 
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from happening.  They are barriers that keep 

us from new possibilities.  They are really 

heavy to carry around too.  We’ve buried 

ourselves in the tombs of our hearts, yet we 

cannot get ourselves out.  No matter how 

hard we push and pull, chisel, dynamite, we 

can’t do it alone in our own power.  We 

need the Holy Spirit to remove the stone.  

 Mary discovered the empty tomb.  

Perhaps we’ve discovered our tombs are 

empty.  One day, we wake up and realize 

our stones are gone.  It’s quite a shock, so 

we run to tell others.  We get other people 

involved, looking for answers or support.   

 John outruns Peter to get to the 

empty tomb.  Once there, he only looks into 

the tomb.  He doesn’t actually enter it until a 

friend does.  Perhaps we begin the journey 

of entering our tombs, but second guess it 

once we’re there.  With our support people, 

our friends, we’re able to actually enter it 

together. 

 Peter runs to the empty tomb and 

immediately enters it.  No second guessing.  

No hesitation.  He goes straight in.  Let’s do 

this.  All of his doubt and fear from the past 

are gone, and his desire to find Jesus is too 

great to stop it.  We’ve lived long enough 

and learned that there’s no way around our 

tombs.  We have to go in, experience the 

death and brokenness, before we can rise out 

of them.   

 When John and Peter enter the tomb, 

they only find the linen wrappings, the death 

shroud, of Jesus.  The remnants of the old 

life.  Sometimes, when we enter our tombs, 

we really want our old life to be restored.  

We want things to be the way they used to 

be.  We really want resuscitation, not 

resurrection. 
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 But, Mary finds something different 

outside of the tomb.  When it’s just she and 

Jesus, alone together, she meets the 

Resurrected Lord.  She doesn’t know it’s 

Jesus at first.  She mistakes him for someone 

else.  There’s something different about him 

than what she expected, from the Jesus she 

knew before, so she did not recognize him.  

Many times, we do not recognize Jesus in 

our lives.  We mistake him to be only 

limited to our previous knowledge of him.  

We haven’t experienced his power in our 

lives before, so we mistake him for someone 

or something else.  Mary looks the 

“Gardener” in the eye, listens to him speak, 

and still doesn’t recognize him. 

 The moment, when Jesus speaks her 

name, she knows his voice.  Mary sees for 

the first time the Risen Lord.  She meets the 

Resurrected Jesus -- not the Crucified Jesus 

or the Teacher that she previously knew, but 

the Risen One with all his power and glory.   

 Mary not only discovered the empty 

tomb that day, but she also discovered 

resurrection.  Resurrection may not be what 

we think we are looking for.  We may 

mistake it for resuscitation, being brought 

back to our old life.  Resurrection is 

defeating what is buried in the tombs of our 

hearts and rising as a new person.  What we 

have buried changed us, but experiencing 

resurrection transforms us into someone 

new.   

 Christ’s Resurrection gives us new 

life, new possibilities for the future.  With 

Christ, we can rise out of our tombs of death 

to receive new life.  Deuteronomy 30:19 

says, “I have set before you life and death; 

therefore, choose life.”  Choose life!  We 

can choose life because Christ is alive.  

Choose life this morning.  Choose life 

tomorrow.  Choose life every day.  Enter the 

tombs of your hearts, break them open, and 

choose life!  An early Church father, St. 

Irenaeus, said, “The glory of God is a 

human being fully alive.”  Don’t let your 

tombs keep you buried any longer.  Rise up 

and live today! 

 

Risen Savior, 

 

We want to.  We want to rise with you and 

live a different life.  We want to be 

transformed, but it’s so hard to get around 

the huge stones.  We have been buried so 

long we aren’t really sure what life looks 

like or if it’s even possible.  We need you, 

Lord.  We need your resurrection power to 

break us free.  Call us, by name, out of our 

graves, so that we can become fully alive.  

We want to put to rest the idea of 

resuscitation and to experience a true 

resurrection – to rise and live with you.  

Amen. 

 

 

 

  
 

 


