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 There are two kinds of people – 

morning people and not-morning-people.  

Morning people are usually early risers, but 

not always.  Their internal clocks wake them 

up at the first hint of the day or maybe they 

set their alarm in order to get the most out of 

those early hours.  Morning people greet the 

day with anticipation and eagerly see the 

potential the day has.  They see the infinite 

possibilities that lie before them. Morning 

people feel most alive in the first part of the 

day. 

 Night people feel most alive and 

productive later in the day or in the evening.  

It doesn’t matter how much coffee is 

consumed; night people just can’t get going 

early in the morning and do not understand 

why people wake up cheerful.  It takes all 

they have to get out of the bed in the 

morning, and they wonder how on earth are 

they going to make it through the day.  Their 

“day” really starts in the afternoon.  When 

the morning people are puttering out, the 

night people are revving up.  Night people 

may be slow to start, but they keep the 

momentum going throughout the day into 

the evening. 

 Let’s see by a show of hands – who 

are the morning people?  Who are the night 

people?  Well, I have good news for you.  It 

doesn’t matter if we come alive in the 

morning or in the evening.  Since we are 

Easter People, it is a new day for all of us.   

 Our scripture reading today tells of a 

story that was the third appearance of the 

Resurrected Jesus, according to John.  Let’s 

put this story into perspective.  The most 

mind-blowing thing just happened to Peter.  

Jesus died, he resurrected, and then he 

appeared to the disciples.  Peter had just 

witnessed the impossible.  The one certain 

thing in life, death, was just proved 

uncertain.  Peter became one of the 500 

eyewitnesses that will forever live in history 

to prove the Resurrection really happened.  

And, what does Peter say after all this?  “I’m 

going fishing.” 

 It’s the one thing he knows.  He 

doesn’t know what to do with all this; he 

doesn’t know how to process this; he 

doesn’t know how to go on from here.  So, 

he goes back to what he knows.  When we 

are uncertain about things in the future, we 

go back to what we know.  We slip into the 

familiar. 

 But, this time, the familiar doesn’t 

help Peter.  He has his fishing buddies with 

him, and they stick together in the uncertain 

times, but their efforts at fishing are futile.  

They labor all night, and Peter was down-to-

business with his “work clothes on” – in this 

case, no clothes.  He was “stripped for 

work.”  Have you ever seen fishermen who 

take their shirts off when they are fishing?  

They don’t want to be encumbered or have 

anything – even their clothing – to hinder 

them from catching fish.  So, this is 

probably what was meant by Peter’s lack of 

clothing…he probably wasn’t completely 

naked.  He was being serious about fishing, 

the task at hand.  He may not know anything 

about the future, but in this moment, he was 

going to succeed at the one thing he knows.  

Unfortunately, Peter cannot even excel in 

that anymore. 

 Peter learns there is no going back.  

Even if he does go back to what is familiar 

to him, it doesn’t work without Jesus’ help.  

He no longer works alone.  Once Jesus 

resurrected, the familiar changed.  Life 

changed.  The world changed.  There is no 

more business as usual.  It is a new day, and 

from this point on, things will be different.  

Peter will have to find a new normal. 

 Despite Peter’s uncertainty and 

failure in fishing, Jesus comes to him at 

daybreak.  Morning has broken.  When this 

night fisherman recognizes Jesus on the 

shore, he cannot wait to get to him.  We see 

this same eagerness when Peter heard the 
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tomb was empty on Easter morn.  He ran to 

find Jesus.  Now, he doesn’t even wait for 

the boat to get to the shore.  The boat is 

weighed down by so many fish, thanks to 

Jesus’ instructions, that it takes a while to 

get to shore.  But, Peter doesn’t allow 

anything to slow him down from getting to 

Jesus, even the blessings in his life.  

 Peter had been stripped down, in his 

old life, trying to get by in his own strength 

and knowledge.  Even after the 

Resurrection, he doesn’t quite know how to 

live a resurrected life, so he falls back into 

old patterns.  Yet, the moment he sees Jesus, 

he loses his mind with excitement.  He puts 

on his clothes, his new life, and cannot get 

to Jesus fast enough.  It’s a new day.  He 

learns that with Jesus’ help, nothing is 

impossible.  With Christ, there is a promise 

of a new day. 

 Peter now knows that he can face the 

future.  Whatever the future holds, he has 

Christ’s power and spiritual insight with 

him.  No matter what happens during the 

night, Jesus greets him, instructs him, and 

feeds him as the new day approaches. 

 Some of us are reading the 

devotional book, Pauses for Pentecost, and 

this is what the author, Trevor Hudson, says 

about this story: “There is an Easter promise 

for all of us in this Gospel encounter.  The 

risen Christ waits to personally meet us 

every new morning.  Whether we wake up 

with feelings of joyful anticipation or with a 

sense of uncertainty, Jesus greets us by 

name and offers us a direction for our day.  

Through the gift of his Spirit offered to each 

of us, he then wants to accompany us 

through whatever challenge and difficulty 

the day may hold for us.  Indeed, as this 

story reminds us, we can be assured of his 

living presence reaching out to us, especially 

                                                 
1 Trevor Hudson, Pauses for Pentecost, 31. 

in those tasks where we have labored and 

seemingly have gotten nowhere.”1 

 Christ greets us each morning and 

feeds us even if we’ve been out fishing, on 

our own, unsuccessfully all night.  There is a 

new day because of the Risen Christ, no 

matter how we wake up.  As Easter people, 

it is a new day for all of us.  Night has 

passed, and a new day has begun. 

 

Risen Lord, 

 

We rejoice in the wonder of your 

resurrection, but then tend to sink back into 

our old ways of thinking, behaving, 

responding to people’s needs. We can dance 

on Easter Sunday, but the days following 

fall back into familiar patterns.  Forgive us 

when we so easily become distracted by our 

own cares and worries that we ignore the 

needs of others around us. Forgive us when 

we forget your power and love for us.  

Excite our hearts, O Lord!  Set our hearts to 

dancing! Resurrect our spirits as we 

approach this new day.  Thank you for the 

promise of a new day.  Amen. 

 

 

  

 


