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 Last May, we went on vacation to 

Catalina after I graduated from seminary.  

Andy and I were driving in separate cars, 

from Claremont to Long Beach, and I was 

trying to follow him in LA traffic to the port 

to catch the ferry.  The tension was thick 

because my Google Maps gave different 

directions than Andy’s, so I was trying to 

stay with him while also fighting traffic.  

Then, my cell phone rang.  I let it go to 

voicemail because I really needed to pay 

attention to driving.  It rang again and again 

and again.  So, I glanced down to see who 

was calling me, but I didn’t recognize the 

number.   

 Once we got to the ferry parking lot, 

I looked at my phone.  There were six 

missed calls and three voice mails.  When 

that happens, that’s usually not good news.  

So, I checked the voicemail, and USAA, our 

bank, said to call back immediately.  Once 

we checked in for the ferry, Andy went over 

to get us lunch while I called USAA.  He 

came back to say that our card was declined, 

but he had enough cash to cover lunch.  As 

I’m on the phone with USAA, in the ferry 

line with coo-coo kids on their vacation-

crazy, the representative is asking me all the 

security questions.  I cannot remember my 

pin, password, nothing.  I just start guessing, 

and finally I get enough of the answers 

correct. 

 The representative said, we were 

calling to verify that you were indeed trying 

to change your password because a woman 

called in, from your home phone, claiming 

to be you and wanted to change the 

password and pin to your accounts.  She said 

that she had been in the hospital and groggy 

from pain medication and couldn’t 

remember the password or pin, but she had 

your social, home address, date of birth, 

account number, everything.  Since we 

could not verify it was you on your cell 

phone, we closed down all your accounts.  

 What we didn’t know at this time 

because we were traveling is that she had 

already been to Walmart and charged over 

$1,000 of stuff.  Trying to take-over my 

bank account was round 2 of the identity 

theft.  Here we were, about to get on the 

ferry to Catalina, just spent our last cash, 

with no working credit or debit cards.  I 

really didn’t think “my identity” was that 

great at the moment, so I couldn’t imagine 

why someone else wanted to steal it. 

 Our identity on paper is different 

from our true personal identity.  It is not 

made up of account numbers or considered 

valuable by the amount of cash or credit 

available.  Our identity is what makes us 

who we are and is shaped by our family, 

friends, culture, and beliefs.  Our unique and 

distinguishing characteristics are what 

makes us different from one another.  When 

we are raised with Christ, there is a 

transformation of our identity.  We are no 

longer who we once were.  God gives us a 

new identity. 

 With our new identity, we think 

differently than we once did.  We set our 

minds on new things.  We begin to value 

what God values and dream God’s dream 

for the world.  We no longer focus solely on 

ourselves.  We learn to think differently 

about our lives and our choices.  It’s not 

what I want.  It’s what God wants.  It’s not 

about how I build up myself or my money or 

my success.  It’s about how I build up Christ 

in me.  We learn a new way of thinking.  

 Our new identity requires a 

transformation of our minds, our thinking 

brain.  We see this throughout the Bible.  

  Proverbs 23:7: “As someone thinks 

within himself, so he is” (NASB).   

 Romans 12:2: “Do not copy the 

behavior and customs of this world, but let 

God transform you into a new person by 

changing the way you think” (NLT).  

 Colossians 3:2: “Set your minds on 
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things that are above, not on things that are 

on earth” (NRSV).   

 2 Corinthians 10:5: “Take captive 

every thought to make it obedient to Christ” 

(NRSV).   

 Philippians 4:8: “Fix your thoughts 

on what is true, and honorable, and right, 

and pure, and lovely, and admirable.  Think 

about things that are excellent and worthy of 

praise” (NLT).  Living our new identity 

begins with our thoughts. 

 Even Buddha declared this: “The 

mind is everything. What you think you 

become.” Enlightenment author, Ralph 

Waldo Emerson said, “You become what 

you think about all day long.”  Even today, 

so many self-help strategies begin with 

“Think”…Think your way to the life you 

want, Think your way to success or wealth, 

Think your way to the person you want to 

be.    

 We know this.  We know people 

who focus on pessimistic things who 

become pessimistic people.  Optimists are 

formed by focusing on optimistic things.  No 

matter what circumstances they find 

themselves in, whatever they think about the 

situation – positive or negative – that’s what 

they become.  I know someone who is a 

pessimist, and if he won the lottery, he’d 

complain about how much he had to pay in 

taxes.  An optimist would think about all the 

good that could be done in the world from 

winning the lottery.   

 When we are stuck in our old self, 

we tend to think of the negative or sinful 

thoughts.  When we rise with Christ, we are 

a new person.  We have a new identity.  2 

Corinthians 5:17 says so: “If anyone is in 

Christ, there is a new creation: everything 

old has passed away; see, everything has 

become new!” (NRSV).  Living into our 

new identity begins with a new way of 

thinking. 

 How do we change our thinking? 

We have to take Paul’s advice in Colossians 

3:5: “Put to death whatever belongs to your 

earthly nature.”  Paul gives us a list of 

possible things that we still cling to that 

prevents us from living a new life: sexual 

misbehavior, selfishness, idolizing money, 

anger, destructive patterns of speech, tearing 

down others, lying.  Take time to read this 

passage slowly through the list of things 

Paul wants us to put to death.  Read it in 

several different translations to get a broader 

understanding.  Different words trigger 

different behaviors that we may identify 

with.  Be honest with what you need to deal 

with and ask God to help you. 

 Paul says we have to “kill off” the 

things that hold us in our old self.  These old 

behaviors sabotage our new identity.  We 

live into our new identity by removing what 

holds us back.  We let our old way of 

thinking die on the cross.  After we are 

raised with Christ, we think like Christ.  We 

view things and circumstances from Christ’s 

perspective because we are one with Christ.   

 Sometimes we aren’t aware of what 

holds us back.  I encourage you to ask the 

Spirit to reveal what needs to die in us in 

order to experience a Risen life.  If you truly 

seek, you will find the answer.  The Spirit 

will reveal what needs to die on the cross 

with Christ.  Once we finally put a stop to 

these old behaviors, we can live into our 

new life.  God gives us a new identity that 

no one can steal.  It is freely given and is our 

right as sons and daughters of the kingdom 

of God.  We claim our new identity in Christ 

as we think on Godly things every day and 

let go of the things that hold us back.  Amen.  

   

  

 


