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The Friend of Little Children 
By Sally Lloyd-Jones 

 
 “Jesus’ friends were arguing.  
Who was the most important helper in 
God’s kingdom?  They wanted to know. 
 “I am!” James said. 
 “No, you’re not!” said Peter.  “I 
am!” 
 “Nonsense,” Matthew said.  “I’m 
the cleverest!” 
 “No, you’re not!” 
 “Yes, I am!” 
 “Yes!” “No!” “Am, too!” 
 This silliness went on and on like 
that for some time.  You see, Jesus’ 
friends had started thinking they had to 
do something to make themselves 
special to Jesus – that if they were the 
cleverest or the nicest or something, 
Jesus would like them best. 
 But they had forgotten 
something.  Something God had been 
teaching his people all through the 
years: that no matter how clever you 
are, or how good you are, or how rich 
you are, or how nice you are, or how 
important you are – none of it makes 
any difference.  Because God’s love is a 
gift and, anyone will tell you, the 
whole thing about a gift is, it’s free.  
All you have to do is reach out your 
hands and take it. 
 So while Jesus’ friends were 
arguing, some people who knew all 
about getting gifts – in fact, you might 
say they were gift experts – had come 
to see Jesus.  Who were they?  They 
were little children. 
 Jesus’ helpers tried to send 
them away.  “Jesus doesn’t have time 
for you!” they said.  “He’s too tired.”  

                                                 
1 Lloyd-Jones, Sally, The Jesus Storybook Bible, 256. 

But they were wrong.  Jesus always had 
time for children. 
 “Don’t ever send them away!” 
Jesus said.  “Bring the little ones to 
me.” 
 Now, if you had been there, 
what do you think – would you have had 
to line up quietly to see Jesus?  Do you 
think Jesus would have asked you how 
good you’d been before he’d give you a 
hug?  Would you have had to be on your 
best behavior?  And get dressed up?  
And not speak until you’re spoken to? 
 Or…would you have done just 
what these children did – run straight 
up to Jesus and let him pick you up in 
his arms and swing you and kiss you and 
hug you and then sit you on his lap and 
listen to your stories and chats? 
 You see, children loved Jesus, 
and they knew they didn’t need to do 
anything special for Jesus to love them.  
All they needed to do was to run into 
his arms.  And so that’s just what they 
did. 
 Well, after all the laughing and 
games, Jesus turned to his helpers and 
said, “No matter how big you grow, 
never grow up so much that you lose 
your child’s heart: full of trust in God.  
Be like these children.  They are the 
most important in my kingdom.”1 
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 The children just wanted to be in the 

presence of Jesus, so they could be who God 

created them to be – joyful and playful.  

They weren’t demanding something from 

him.  They weren’t needing to get something 

from him.  They were just happy to be in his 

presence.   

 

 Children are joyful and playful and 

creative. They can make a game out of a 

cardboard box and a stick.  When my boys 

were toddlers, their favorite toys were 

kitchen pots and pans and a wooden spoon.  

They thought it was the best Christmas ever 

when we allowed them to jump into a box of 

Styrofoam peanuts.  Their only goal for the 

day –every day-- is to play and have fun.     

 

 Children are fearless and 

courageous.  That’s why most six-year-olds 

know how to use smart phones better than 

their grandparents.  They aren’t afraid to 

push buttons to see what happens. 

 

 Children are trusting.  They come to 

adults with problems and allow themselves 

to be vulnerable.  They are dependent on us, 

and they are ok with that.  They know they 

need us to care for them, so they come to us 

for love and reassurance.     

 

 Life is so simple as a child.  They 

aren’t weighed down by life’s problems.  

They aren’t stressed from adulting.  They 

aren’t distracted by overdue bills, broken 

relationships, failed attempts, or missed 

opportunities. 

 

 Jesus wants us to bring all of the 

stuff that weighs us down to him just like a 

child brings problems to a parent or adult.  

He wants us to bring our stress and 

heartbreak to him, so we can live like his 

children.  He died to conquer all that holds 

us back from being whom we are created to 

be.  Jesus wants us to enjoy this life that we 

have been given.  He wants us to be joyful, 

loving, and playful like children.   

 

 A childlike faith is not having an 

immature faith where we aren’t learning and 

growing.  Children are teachable and love to 

learn.  Their endless curiosity keeps them 

asking questions.  Having a childlike faith is 

receiving the gift of God’s grace as a little 

child, filled with a sense of childlike wonder 

and delight.    

 

 Jesus said, “Let the children come to 

me,” so we can learn from them, so we can 

remember what it is like to live untethered, 

unchained by life’s problems. 

 

 “Let the children come,” because 

everyone is welcome in the kingdom of 

God.  No one is too young or too old.  We 

all need the love of Christ no matter our age. 

 

 “Let the children come,” because 

everyone is a valuable member in the body 

of Christ.  God made us all with special gifts 

for us to serve together as one church.   

 

 “Let the children come,” because 

we’re all God’s children.  Jesus called his 

disciples children as a term of endearment.  

We are all children in the family of God. 

 

So, in the words of Jesus, “Let the children 

come…” 

 


