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 If you could have dinner with anyone 

– past or present, dead or alive – who would 

it be?  This is a popular icebreaker question 

used as a conversation starter, and many 

people answer it by saying, “Jesus.”  Many 

of us have a long list of questions that we’d 

like answers to, so what better way than 

have Jesus over for dinner, to have an 

encounter with Jesus like this.  However, as 

Easter people who believe in a Resurrected 

Lord, who is alive and present with us, we 

can have Jesus encounters like this.   

 On this second Sunday of the Easter 

season, we look at what happens later on the 

Day of Resurrection.  On Easter morning, 

Jesus first encounters Mary Magdalene at 

the empty tomb.  Then, he goes later in the 

day to the disciples in the Upper Room.  He 

came back for them and couldn’t wait to see 

them.    

 However, when Jesus arrived, he 

found locked doors.  The disciples knew that 

Jesus had resurrected, yet they still feared 

what that meant for them.  But, locked doors 

don’t prevent Jesus from entering.  Nothing 

stands in his way from reaching them.   

 When Jesus encounters them, he 

says, “Peace be with you.”  That’s how they 

know it’s Jesus.  He brings peace.  Jesus 

also tells the disciples that “Just as the 

Father sent me, I send you.”  They are 

tasked with the same mission of Christ, to 

spread the good news of God’s peace and 

love. 

 What a lovely Jesus encounter!  The 

disciples receive the peace of Christ, the 

Holy Spirit, and a special mission.  They 

also could NOT wait to tell Thomas what he 

missed.  Have you ever been Thomas?  You 

got caught up in work or some errand, and 

you were late to the party.  You missed out 

on some great event, and your friends were 

there to tell you exactly what you missed.  

And, our response is a little defensive like 

Thomas’s: I don’t believe it.  I don’t think 

that really happened.  Unless I see the 

wounds and touch the wounds, I won’t 

believe it. 

 Thomas needed his own Jesus 

encounter.  He had to experience Jesus for 

himself.  He could not take others’ word for 

it.  We know this to be true too.  We all have 

to experience Christ for ourselves.  There 

are no family memberships.  No friends and 

family plan.  You have to open yourself to 

the experience. 

 At Cameron & Logan’s elementary 

school, there’s a Buddy Bench near the 

playground.  It’s a park bench with the 

words, “Creekside Buddy Bench” carved 

into it.  I asked the boys how it worked.  

They said if someone doesn’t have anyone 

to play with, they can go to the Buddy 

Bench.  I thought this was a fantastic idea.  

 The few times I’ve been there 

though, I’ve never seen anyone sitting on the 

bench.  So, I asked the boys, “Have you ever 

sat on the bench?”  Cameron told me that he 

did the first day of school.  I asked if anyone 

came over to ask him to play, and he said 

no.  I then asked if they have ever asked 

anyone to play with them when they’ve seen 

someone sitting on the bench.  They said 

that no one sits there. 

 The Buddy Bench is a wonderful 

idea, but how daunting for kids to muster up 

enough courage to sit there, to admit they 

don’t have anyone to play with, and to put 

themselves out there to be rejected.  It’s a lot 

easier to just play alone or blend in and 

pretend they are playing with the other kids 

rather than open themselves to potential 

ridicule.   

 Thomas had the courage to say 

exactly what he needed in order to believe.  

It was as if he said, I’m going to sit right 

here on this Buddy Bench until Jesus 

encounters me and shows me the nail holes.  

Thomas opens himself to a Jesus encounter.      
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 We can know who Christ is by 

reading about him, or attending a Bible 

Study or Sunday School, but to truly 

encounter Christ, we have to experience it.  

We have to feel it.  We have to put our 

finger in the nail holes.  We have to touch 

the wounds in Christ’s side and experience 

what Christ experienced.  And, when we do 

that, we are resurrected like Christ.  We are 

Easter people.  We are Peace-Full and sent 

to carry out the message of Peace.  We are 

tasked with the same mission of Christ. 

 Thomas knew what he needed.  He 

was honest and took the chance to say 

directly what he needed from Christ.  He 

was brave enough to sit on the Buddy 

Bench, waiting for Christ.  Jesus lets him sit 

with that for eight days.  I bet it felt like an 

eternity, but Christ does come.  Christ 

always comes to us.  He will never let us sit 

on the Buddy Bench alone.  Our locked 

doors will never keep him out.  Jesus came 

back for us and nothing stands in the way of 

reaching us. 

 Jesus encounters Thomas and gives 

him exactly what he needs.  He doesn’t miss 

out on the experience any longer.  And, 

there is no condemnation from Jesus when 

he reaches out to Thomas.  He just reaches 

out in love and gives him the peace he 

needs.   

 What do you need from Jesus today?  

I pray that you find the courage to tell him 

exactly what you need and then wait for him 

on the Buddy Bench.  I promise he will not 

leave you alone.  Jesus will come to you, 

despite your locked doors, and give you 

exactly what you need.  Christ will bring 

you peace. 

 

Risen Lord,  

We so desperately need a Jesus encounter.    

We’ve locked ourselves from the inside, and 

we’ve missed out for so long.  We’ve heard 

from others about your peace, and we want 

to experience it for ourselves.  We open 

ourselves to you this morning, Lord.  Show 

us firsthand your wounds, so that we may 

finally believe.  That we may finally 

understand that you did all of this because 

you love us.  Thank you for loving us.  In 

your name we pray, Amen. 

 

Please stand for the Benediction. 

With the grace of God and the breath of the 

Holy Spirit, may you open yourselves to 

Jesus Encounters this week.  May you 

receive the peace of Christ and share that 

peace with everyone you meet.   

 

As you leave this place, Pass the Peace with 

your Neighbor just as Christ did.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 


