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 Mother’s Day is complicated for me.  

My first Mother’s Day memory was when I 

was nine years old, and my grandmother 

taught me what color of rose to pick out of 

the garden to wear to church in 

remembrance that my mother was no longer 

living.  Mother’s Day is not always joyful.  

It often reminds us that relationships are 

messy, and that we have had or continue to 

have very complicated –even painful -- 

relationships with our mothers, 

grandmothers, stepmothers, foster mothers, 

– any mothers or women in our lives.   

 Mother’s Day can be painful for 

those who have lost their mothers or their 

children or are separated from their children, 

and for the women who desperately wanted 

children but couldn’t conceive.  I have had 

three miscarriages, so I understand grieving 

the loss of what could have been or what 

never was.  Days like Mother’s Day or 

Father’s Day can trigger feelings of 

depression and open old wounds. 

 So, I look to Jesus and his comfort in 

our scripture for today.  In this passage, 

Jesus is talking to his disciples and 

preparing them for when he leaves and 

returns to the Father.  He reminds them of 

his commandment to love as he loves them.  

We are to love others as Jesus loved his 

disciples, how Jesus loves us.  Let us look at 

the relationship between Jesus and his 

disciples, in order to see how he really loved 

them. 

 First of all, he says, “I do not call 

you servants any longer” (v. 15).  Other 

translations may use the word “slave,” as 

slavery was an accepted practice in this 

historical culture.  Even though it was 

accepted, no one wanted to be slaves.  They 

may have accepted that it was their lot in 

life, that they would work for someone out 

of obligation or fear of the consequences.  

There’s a power difference in the master and 

servant relationship.  The servant does what 

the master says period.  They were looked 

down upon in the culture and certainly not 

respected, as if they were sub-human or 

invisible. 

 Jesus certainly did not treat anyone 

like a slave, especially his disciples, but he 

uses the analogy to show there has been a 

change in their relationship.  Before, he 

called the disciples away from their day jobs 

to follow him, to learn from him, and to 

serve him by carrying on his message when 

he is gone.  They didn’t really know what it 

meant to follow him, but they just went.  

They just obeyed and did what Jesus told 

them to do.  

 Now, after they have risen with 

Christ, there has been a change in their 

relationship.  They no longer blindly follow 

and just do as they are told.  Jesus says, “I 

now call you friends” (v. 15).  Servants are 

not on the same level as friends.  Servants 

are obligated to support the master, but a 

friend does it freely.  Christ grants them 

dignity and responsibility of being friends.  

As friends, they become partners with Christ 

in God’s redemption story.   

 I’m sure you have heard these two 

sayings about friendship: Birds of a feather 

flock together and We are known by the 

company we keep.  We are very likely to 

become like the company we keep, so 

choose our friends wisely.  We take on 

characteristics of our friends, so if we are 

Jesus’ friend, then we hope to take on Jesus’ 

characteristics as our own and to love one 

another as Christ loves.  Even when our 

relationships are messy, painful, and so 

disappointing, we are to love them as Christ 

loves us. 

 Jesus also says to the disciples: “You 

did not choose me but I chose you” (v.16).  

When we look at our lives and think about 

all the things we didn’t choose, the things 

that were handed to us, or were victims of 

someone else’s choosing, this verse 
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reassures us that all along, Christ chooses 

us.  If you have ever been like me, who was 

not always the first one chosen for a team on 

the playground or was in a family situation 

in which others were often chosen over you, 

then this verse may be as meaningful for 

you, as it is for me.   

 When you feel as if someone is not 

choosing you, when someone is choosing 

not to be in relationship with you, whether 

that person is in a mothering role or not, 

know that Christ chooses you.  Christ 

chooses to be in a new relationship, a 

friendship, with you.  When you find 

yourself being pulled into a bad place, say to 

yourself, “Christ chose me.”  Let this be 

your mantra.  Repeat this phrase over and 

over to yourself when you need reminding.  

Turn to your neighbor and say, “Christ 

chose me.”   

 Christ chose us for good things.  He 

appointed us to bear fruit…to rise above the 

messy relationships that make us want to 

love with restrictions.  Now that we’re in a 

new relationship with Christ, we have a 

responsibility as friends, partners, with 

Christ to love the messy people as Christ 

loves us.  The way to overcome and heal 

from these relationships is to love because 

when we love, it changes us.  Loving like 

Christ loves changes our hearts.  It’s nearly 

impossible to remain focused on our hurt 

when we are focusing on loving others.  It’s 

not easy but remember the old adage that 

hurt people hurt people.  Loved people love 

people.  We are a loved people by our Lord 

Jesus Christ, so we must love people. 

 On this Mother’s Day, let us be 

grateful for all the women who have 

mothered us in some way.  If not our own 

mothers, let us give thanks for the women 

God placed in our lives who encouraged us 

and nurtured us.  Let us take a moment of 

silent prayer and thank God for these 

women by name.   

  

Mother God, thank you for giving us these 

women who have made such a difference in 

our lives.  Thank you for nurturing us and 

mothering us through the women you have 

placed in our lives.  We pray that you will 

love through us as we are placed to nurture 

and love those who need it.  You have 

shown us the importance of relationships as 

you have chosen to be in relationship with 

us.  You have chosen us to be your friends, 

to carry out your work of loving others.  

Sometimes it’s hard for us to love as you 

love because we feel that certain people 

don’t deserve our love.  Remind us that we 

don’t deserve your love, but you love us 

deeply anyway.  Despite our messiness, you 

love us and draw us close as friends.  Give 

us the power and the desire to love others 

beyond their messiness.  In Jesus’ name we 

pray, Amen.   

 


