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 I loved the continuing conversation 

that we had last week after the service when 

a few of you said, “I don’t know, Pastor, 

there are some things in that sermon that are 

hard to swallow.”  And, I agreed 100%.  I 

think it’s great that you feel comfortable 

enough with me to say, I have to digest that.  

I hope you do process the sermons 

throughout the week and use some of the 

reflection questions in the bulletin to help 

you dig deeper and listen to what the Holy 

Spirit is telling you.   

 When we hear something that 

doesn’t sit right with us and we use our 

experience to understand scripture and make 

it relevant in our lives, that is exactly what 

we’re supposed to be doing to grow our 

faith.  That is how the Spirit talks to 

us…through our thinking, other people, the 

reading of scripture.  We listen and digest it 

in order to grow our faith. 

 Last week, we talked about loving 

people beyond their messiness, the people 

we have complicated relationships with.  I 

don’t mean that we should be best friends 

with the people who have hurt us.  I have 

had some very complicated family 

relationships, and we get along best when 

there are five states between us.  It takes 

time and distance to love people who have 

hurt us.  I am certainly not suggesting that 

we shouldn’t have boundaries with 

unhealthy relationships.  I am not saying that 

we should be doormats.  Jesus was not a 

doormat.  He spoke up when people were 

being mistreated.  He wasn’t afraid to name 

people’s sin.  Jesus was not a wallflower 

when the temple became a marketplace.  He 

flipped over the tables and said Enough! 

 But, Jesus often put distance between 

himself and unhealthy people and situations.  

He often removed himself from the situation 

to pray.  And, today, on Pentecost Sunday, 

we see that he put the ultimate distance 

between his physical self and the 

condemning world, when he left the world 

to return to the Father. 

 But, he would never be separated 

from us spiritually after the Holy Spirit 

comes.  Jesus tells his disciples that his 

leaving is for their good.  Jesus said, “Unless 

I go away, the Advocate will not come to 

you; but if I go, I will send him to you” 

(v.7).  If we put distance between us and our 

complicated situations, then Jesus will send 

our Advocate, the Holy Spirit, to help us in 

those situations.  We cannot love the messy 

people like Christ loves while we’re in the 

middle of our situations.  We need time, 

distance, and the Holy Spirit to come and 

help us.  We cannot love the people in our 

own strength either.  We have to have the 

Spirit’s help. 

 This is a promise from Jesus.  He 

said, “When the Spirit of truth comes, he 

will guide you into all the truth” (v.13).  The 

Spirit will guide us in and through our 

messy and painful situations.  The physical 

Jesus leaves the disciples, but he will 

continue to be with them spiritually through 

the presence of the Holy Spirit.   

 Jesus promises to send the spirit of 

truth to make a home within us.  It 

penetrates our very being.  How do we allow 

the Spirit of truth to penetrate our very 

being?  It is a continuous process of 

uncovering truth.  Opening ourselves, 

listening, responding, seeking, learning, and 

receiving God’s grace.  In one of my sermon 

resources, Feasting on the Word, one of the 

essays said, that our role in this process is 

only about 5% of the effort.  The other 95% 

is the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  Our 5% 

is opening ourselves, opening ourselves to 

learning the truth and our engagement in the 

mystery of grace.   

 We need the Spirit to guide and 

inspire us most of the time because we live 

in a culture that doesn't assist us in seeking 

truth and grace.  Our culture encourages the 
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opposite by relying on ourselves and taking 

all the credit for our success and all we’ve 

achieved.  We pat ourselves on the back for 

all we’ve done instead of acknowledging 

what God has done and continues to do in 

our lives.  When the Holy Spirit penetrates 

our very being, we work together with the 

Spirit.  We learn to open ourselves and to 

trust that the Holy Spirit is guiding us in 

every aspect of our lives.   

 The Spirit helps us to see God’s hand 

in the messy situations and relationships.  

We may need to put some distance between 

us and the problems, but we have to trust 

that in time, the Spirit will guide us into a 

new faith.  One that doesn’t depend on 

seeing Jesus, but one that relies on feeling 

the Spirit.  One that is steeped in truth. 

 We celebrate new faith in 

confirmation vows, in a baptism, in a 

profession of faith.  We celebrate new faith 

during this Easter season when we rose with 

Christ anew, and we celebrate new faith 

every morning when we wake up.  We 

experience a new faith every time we hear 

the Spirit speak to us or feel that nudge that 

makes us dig deeper.   

 I have shared with you before that I 

was not raised Methodist.  The faith I was 

taught just didn’t sit right with me when I 

became an adult.  There were things that just 

didn’t mesh well with my personal theology.  

Instead of searching and exploring other 

faiths, I thought I could live life on my own.  

Eventually, the Holy Spirit brought me to a 

place where I was open to experience a new 

faith that I really connected with.  I know 

not all of you feel the same way about 

United Methodist beliefs or the way we 

practice our faith, but I encourage you to 

open yourselves, dig deeper, explore, learn 

what faith you do connect with.  Find the 

one that just resonates with you and makes 

you feel alive, the one that makes you feel 

the fire and passion of the Holy Spirit.    

 This is what happened at Pentecost.  

The people all heard the gospel message in 

different languages, but they recognized and 

understood it in their own language.  

Different faiths, denominations, and 

churches all speak the same gospel message, 

but in different “languages” or perspectives.  

Dig deep and listen for your language and 

embrace the new faith that the Holy Spirit is 

guiding you to.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


