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 Last Sunday was the official end of 

the Easter season, and we now enter the time 

in the Christian year known as Ordinary 

Time.  Sounds kinda mundane and boring.  

So far in this Christian year, it began last 

December with Advent.  We journeyed to 

the manger and to Christmas when God 

became flesh, as a way to reach out to us, to 

be in relationship with us.  We quickly 

entered Lent in February, as we journeyed to 

the cross, as a way to suffer along with 

Christ and then to be raised with Christ on 

Easter.  This was a new way for God to 

reach out to us, to be in relationship with us.  

In this Easter season, we have explored what 

it means to live out this new life with the 

power of the Holy Spirit, and through the 

indwelling of the Holy Spirit, God is always 

reaching out to us.  We talked about wearing 

this new life like new clothes, embracing a 

new identity, and forming new relationships 

and faith. 

 In our scripture for today, Paul 

continues this emphasis of new life.  The 

resurrection, for us, is about burying our old 

life and living into our new life, and that’s 

what we continue to do during Ordinary 

Time.  Because we have the power of the 

Holy Spirit, that was given at Pentecost, we 

can live a new life. 

 In this new life, we stretch our legs 

and see what it really means to live a life of 

faith.  Let’s see what Paul says about this 

new life in Romans 8:12-17.  I will read it in 

The Message.   

 Ordinary time isn’t a time to be 

ordinary.  We anticipate what newness will 

cross our paths.  We expectantly ask God, 

“What’s next?” in this new life.  We’re not 

afraid of the future because we know we 

have God’s spirit within us to help us no 

matter what we encounter.   

 Our new life promises a closeness to 

God, spiritual intimacy, an intimate 

relationship, where we can talk to God as 

our Dad about anything.  We can be 

vulnerable with God and share our most 

intimate thoughts that we feel we can’t share 

with anyone else.   

 Jesus had this same intimacy with his 

disciples.  They were close and comfortable 

with each other.  Jesus gave them nicknames 

and shared his feelings and most intimate 

prayers with them.  They saw when he was 

vulnerable.  This is the same intimacy the 

Father and Son have with one another, and 

because of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit 

within us, we can also experience this same 

intimate relationship with God.  

 Because we have this new life and 

the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, we can 

experience God in a new and intimate way.  

It’s not about having good morals or making 

good choices, but by having the Holy Spirit 

within us, helping us and guiding us.   We 

can never live by our own strength and 

willpower.  Living this new life is possible 

because we have the same power living 

within us that raised Jesus from the dead.     

 Did anyone watch the Royal 

Wedding last Saturday?  I didn’t watch the 

wedding, but I watched the wedding sermon, 

of course.  Bishop Michael Curry’s sermon 

on “The Redemptive Power of Love” was 

really moving.  Google it and watch it if you 

haven’t seen it.  He preached about how to 

make “this old world a new world.”  That’s 

what new life is.  The old life dies and the 

new life is God’s redemptive love showing 

through in this world.  Whether that is 

through new shoots of plants and trees to 

people and animals giving birth to our new 

energy in our church or community to our 

spiritual lives.  It’s all rooted in God’s 

redemptive love.  When things die, God 

redeems it, and there is new life.  We see it 

in creation, we see it on the cross, and we 

see it in ourselves. 

 During this Ordinary time, we don’t 

just go back to our old life.  We keep living 

into our new life, by growing our faith, by 

working for justice, and by serving those 
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around us.  The part of Bishop Curry’s 

sermon that really moved me was when he 

told us to imagine the world if we lived 

Christ’s redemptive love.  He said, 

“Imagine our homes and families where 
love is the way. Imagine neighborhoods 
and communities where love is the way.  
Imagine governments and nations where 
love is the way. Imagine business and 
commerce where this love is the way.  
Imagine this tired old world where love is 
the way. When love is the way - unselfish, 
sacrificial, redemptive. 
When love is the way, then no child will go 
to bed hungry in this world ever again. 
When love is the way, we will let justice roll 
down like a mighty stream and 
righteousness like an ever-flowing brook. 
When love is the way, poverty will become 
history. When love is the way, the earth 
will be a sanctuary.  When love is the way, 
we will lay down our swords and shields, 
down by the riverside, to study war no 
more.  When love is the way, there's plenty 
good room - plenty good room - for all of 
God's children.  Because when love is the 
way, we actually treat each other, well... 
like we are actually family.  When love is 
the way, we know that God is the source of 
us all, and we are brothers and sisters, 
children of God.  My brothers and sisters, 
that's a new heaven, a new earth, a new 
world, a new human family.”1 
 That’s the world I want to live in.  

That’s the family I want to be a part of.  This 

is what we work for during Ordinary time, 

to bring out this new world.  And, Paul is 

saying the same thing in this passage today.  

Because of this new life and the indwelling 

of the Holy Spirit, we are God’s children, 

and we are all in the same family of God, so 

we should treat each other as family and 

                                                 
1 https://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-

way/2018/05/20/612798691/bishop-michael-currys-royal-

wedding-sermon-full-text-of-the-power-of-love 

love each other with Christ’s redemptive 

love. 

 During Ordinary Time, it is far from 

ordinary.  It’s time for us to do something 

extraordinary.  It’s time for us to do that 

thing that we’ve always wanted to do.  It’s 

time for us to try something different.  

We’re not going to keep doing the same old 

thing because it’s what we’ve always done.  

It’s time for us to answer the call that God 

has placed on our lives.  It’s time for us to 

open ourselves to spiritual intimacy and 

nurture a closeness to God, where we see 

God so intertwined in our lives that we take 

all our joys and concerns and trust them with 

the Holy Spirit.  It’s time for us to live into 

our new lives where we work for peace, 

stand-up to injustice, and serve those in our 

human family.   

 

 Let us pray: 

 What’s Next, Papa?  We open 

ourselves in this moment to hear what it is 

that you want us to do.  What is the next 

step?  We eagerly wait for your direction.  

Speak to us as your children, your loving 

children, who are seeking to be in a close 

relationship with you.  So many times, we 

only hear what we want to hear, but this 

time, let us hear what you want for us.  Help 

us to see that what you want for us is so 

much better than what we desire.  Help us to 

leave our old lives behind for good and 

embrace this new life that you have waiting 

for us.  Show us where and how we can 

work for peace and serve those who need it 

most.  Guide us in the ways to make this 

new life extraordinary, as we work along 

with the Holy Spirit, to bring about your 

redemptive love, in all areas of our lives and 

our world.  Thank you for this word this 

morning.  May it come to pass.  Amen.    


