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 Have you ever stood in front of your 

closet and said, “I have nothing to wear.”  

There may be rows of clothes hanging in 

front of you, but nothing is inspiring you to 

select it and put it on.  There may be clothes 

there that are too small, that we can’t wear 

now.  But we love them so much that we 

hold onto them for when we lose that bit of 

weight we’ve put on.  There may be clothes 

that are too big that we hold on to just in 

case we gain weight again.  We go through 

each item of clothing, “No, no, no.”  We’re 

tired of these same old clothes.  We want 

something crisp, not worn-out, something 

fun, something new. 

 I know this analogy is lost on some 

of you.  Andy has never stood in front of the 

closet and said he has nothing to wear.  He 

pulls on the jeans that are on top in his 

drawer and doesn’t give much thought 

which shirt he puts on besides “Is it hot or 

cold?  Am I going to work or staying 

home?”  That’s about the extent of his 

assessment, but we all do that when 

selecting our clothes.  We choose what we 

put on by where we are going or what we 

are doing.  It doesn’t make sense to wear a 

suit when you are doing yard work or taking 

care of the animals, or to wear a sweater 

when it’s 90 degrees. 

 God has a closet too.  But when we 

dress from God’s closet, these things don’t 

matter.  If we dress in the wardrobe God 

designed for us, it doesn’t matter where 

we’re going or what we’re doing or the 

temperature.  God’s closet is full of new 

clothes that works for every situation and 

weather condition.  Paul encourages us to 

“clothe ourselves with compassion, 

kindness, humility, gentleness, patience, and 

most importantly, love.”  These are the new 

clothes for our new self that rose with Christ 

on Easter. 

 Two weeks ago, we looked at the 

passage in Colossians before this one.  Paul 

advised to “put to death” the things in our 

lives that hold us to our old self: “sexual 

misbehavior, selfishness, idolizing money, 

anger, destructive patterns of speech, tearing 

down others, lying, bad temper, irritability, 

meanness, and profanity.”  These things are 

like old clothes that are faded, holey, dirty, 

worn-out.  We need to “take off” these old 

clothes, strip down to the essence of who we 

are, then clothe ourselves with the wardrobe 

God designed for us.  We can’t wear love 

and compassion with bad temper and 

profanity.  They just don’t go together. 

 The Message Bible describes these 

old habits as “ill-fitting clothes.”  Colossians 

3:9-10 says, “It’s like a filthy set of ill-

fitting clothes you’ve stripped off and put in 

the fire.  Now you’re dressed in a new 

wardrobe.  Every item of your new way of 

life is custom-made by the Creator, with his 

label on it.  All the old fashions are now 

obsolete.” 

 You know the ill-fitting clothes.  

They just don’t fit right anymore.  They are 

stretched out or have lost their softness.  

They are itchy or just make you feel 

uncomfortable.  You don’t like wearing 

them anymore, so they get pushed to the 

back of the closet or in the bottom of your 

drawer. 

 And, that’s a good thing.  We want 

to get rid of these clothes because 

sometimes we reminisce about the memories 

of these clothes and fool ourselves into 

thinking they weren’t that bad.  So, we put 

them on again, but soon realize, Nope.  I’ve 

outgrown this.  I do want my new clothes.   

 Our new clothes from God’s closet 

are custom-made for us, and they never go 

out of style.  Being compassionate and kind 

never gets old or worn-out.  Our new clothes 

are tailored to make us look our best, to be 

our best.  Wrapping ourselves in Christ’s 

love, wearing love so everyone sees it, is the 

one piece of clothing that we should never 
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be without.  It pulls together the whole 

outfit.   

 The next time you get dressed, ask 

yourself if you are dressed suitably in the 

wardrobe God designed for you.  Are you 

reaching for the old, ill-fitting clothes or the 

custom-made new clothes?  And, most 

importantly, are you wearing love? 


