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  Here we are at our Annual Camp-

out, and I have a confession: I don’t like 

camping, well, really, I don’t like tent 

camping.  I like the idea of camping.  Being 

outdoors in God’s creation, breathing fresh 

air, getting away from the hustle and bustle 

of normal life to rest.  All good things.  But, 

I don’t like creatures like snakes or 

bugs…or things that could eat me like bears 

or mountain lions.  Also, in my experience, 

tent camping requires a lot of work.  There’s 

not a lot of resting that happens.  I still have 

to make dinner for the boys, but now I have 

to also build a fire before I can make the 

dinner.  It’s just not my idea of a vacation.   

 Andy, on the other hand, loves 

camping.  He even loves tent camping, 

sleeping on the ground and then waking up 

to cook bacon in the open air.  He knows 

how I feel about it and that I tried to be a 

trooper, for him.  He does try to make it less 

miserable for me by upgrading from a tent to 

a camper, and he does most of the work 

when we’re camping. 

 The last time we went tent camping, 

it rained during the night, and we woke up to 

everything wet.  Cameron even complained 

that there was a constant drip in their tent, 

and they woke up with all of their blankets 

wet.  The work began to dry out everything.  

Andy stretched out the blankets to dry and 

then started to make breakfast, but found the 

wood was wet too.  That wood never dried 

out.  We did have a one-burner stove, so he 

still made his camp breakfast and was 

happy.   

 Everything dried out by the evening 

when we crawled into our tents again.  Does 

anybody want to guess what happened 

during the night?  It rained again.  The 

constant drip in the boys’ tent made a “lake” 

as Cameron called it.  When Andy got up 

and saw that all his hard work had been 

futile, and everything was wet again, he 

looked at me and said, “Let’s go home.  I’m 

done.”   

 Tents aren’t the best to stand up to 

weather conditions.  There are things 

beyond our control that will make our 

“earthly tents” fail us.  We can’t count on 

them.  They are deteriorating, and they are 

temporary.  Even though we can’t always 

count on our earthly tents, God is still 

working inside them.  These earthly tents 

that we can see are temporary.  But, the 

work that we can’t see from God, is lasting. 

 

 The background for this passage 

today is really about the eschaton, the final 

days when Jesus returns.  Paul, like the 

apostles, thought that Jesus would return for 

them during their lifetime.  And, they were 

so looking forward to that event, when they 

would be reunited with Christ, when they 

would trade in their fragile, earthly tents, for 

their heavenly bodies.   

 Paul uses dualistic concepts, which 

was popular in their time, to talk about the 

differences between the physical and the 

spiritual.  The visible and invisible.  The 

temporary and the eternal.  Paul tells us that 

what can be seen is temporary, the physical, 

but what can’t be seen, the divine or the 

spiritual, is eternal.  And, because we 

believe in the divine, even though we can’t 

see God, we have hope that the ailments 

with these earthly tents are temporary.   

 So, I want us to dig into this a little 

bit today, to explore if this is still true today.  

I don’t think it’s so clear cut that it’s one or 

the other.  But, first, I’d like you to get in 

groups of 5 or 6.  I want you to share with 

each other three memories – your first 

memory of Chapel of the Hills, your fondest 

memory, and your least fondest memory.   

 Each group shares three 

memories/stories with the larger group.  

Ask:   

1. From these memories, where did you see 

God working, even though you may not 

have seen it at the time? 
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2. Have Andrew share about the prayer 

room. 

 I’m going to play with Paul’s 

concept a little.  He said we can’t see the 

eternal or God working, but we do see how 

God’s work manifests into something we 

can see.  The prayer room is a physical thing 

that represents God’s work.  Chapel of the 

Hills is a physical community that represents 

God’s work.  We see the invisibility of 

God’s work manifest in all of nature, to 

show us that there is a God at work behind 

the scenes.  We hope that the prayer room 

lasts and that there will always be a Chapel 

of the Hills, but these physical things are 

temporary, when thinking about what will 

last at end times.  Paul tells us to put our 

trust and hope in the eternal, invisible things 

because they come from God. 

 Let’s dig a little deeper.  Can we 

always put our hope and trust into invisible 

things?  I’m thinking of two problems that 

plague our country right now.  News outlets 

are constantly reporting events on these two 

problems.  Can anyone guess?  Suicide and 

Mass shootings.  We lost two celebrities this 

week by suicide and many more non-

celebrities that weren’t reported in the news.  

There have been over a hundred mass 

shootings this year so far, and we’re on day 

161 of the year.  Suicide and murder are 

visible manifestations of something 

invisible.  Mental illness and depression are 

invisible to our physical eye, but to those 

who suffer from these illnesses are 

tormented by something very real and seems 

permanent to them.  So much so that they 

take extreme, permanent measures to make 

the invisible visible, the temporary 

permanent. 

 One of my friends has been going 

through a really tough time lately.  I reached 

out to her and asked how things were going.  

After a long explanation of how just about 

every area in her life is challenging, she 

said, “I’m just in one of the valleys of life, 

and I have to keep climbing out.”  She 

knows her situation is temporary.  She has 

hope that things will get better.  People with 

depression and mental illness can’t climb 

out.  They think their valley is permanent, 

and then their valley turns into a sinkhole.  

Their temporary becomes permanent. 

 So, I think Paul is right when he says 

our earthly tents are temporary, and we 

should put our trust in the eternal.  Our pain 

is temporary.  Our problems are temporary.  

Our struggles are temporary.  But, I don’t 

think it’s so clear cut on what is visible and 

invisible.  I believe God’s work can be seen, 

and I believe we often put our trust in 

invisible things, other than God, that have a 

permanent grasp on our lives. 

 We go through our whole lives 

letting something temporary that should be 

temporary become permanent.  Anger, 

bitterness, unforgiveness can be temporary, 

yet we hold on to these things for so long, 

they become permanent fixtures in our lives.  

Then, we get trapped in this earthly tent that 

doesn’t protect us from the visible or 

invisible.  The temporary ailments become a 

constant drip that makes our lives miserable.   

    Are you holding on to something 

that should have been temporary?  Are you 

putting your trust and hope in something 

else invisible besides the love of Christ?  We 

don’t lose heart because we put our trust in 

the permanent, eternal love of Christ. 

 

God of hope and new beginnings, we praise 

your name, for your grace fills us and 

sustains us.  Our physical nature is wasting 

away day by day, but our spiritual nature is 

being renewed by You.  Grant us the eyes to 

see what cannot be seen and to gaze on what 

is everlasting.  May we revel in your work 

and be a visible witness of your new world.  

Let your Spirit move in us, to turn us away 

from the temporary and move us to your 

eternal love made visible in Jesus Christ, in 

whose name we pray, Amen. 


